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Abstract of the Proceedings of the 
Convention of the Diocese of Mary- 
land, held in St. Paul’s Church, Bal- 
timore, May 28th, 29th, and 30th, 
1823. 


‘Te convention was composed of 
the Right Rev. Bishop Kemp, thirty- 
four presbyters, four deacons, and forty- 
eight lay-delegates, representing the 
game number of parishes. 

It was opened with morning prayer 
by the Rev. Jonathan Judd, rector of 
Great Choptank, Cambridge, Dorches- 
ter; a sermon by the Rev. Edmund D. 
Barry, D. D. professor of languages in 
the university of Maryland, and princi- 
pal of an academy in Baltimore; and 
the administration of the holy commu- 
nion by the bishop. 

The Rev. Wm. E. Wyatt, D.D. was 
elected secretary, and the Rev. George 
M‘Elhiney appointed assistant secre- 
tary. 

On motion, resolved, that the thanks 
of the convention be presented to the 
Rev. Dr. Barry, for the very excellent 
sermon delivered by him at the open- 
ing of this convention. 

Resolved, that the practice of pre- 
senting thanks to the clergy for sermons 
preached at the opening of the conven- 
tions of the ProtestantE piscopalChurch 
of Maryland, be discontinued. 

In conformity with the forty-fifth ca- 
non of the General Convention of 1808, 
the bishop delivered an address, from 
which the following is extracted. 


My reverend brethren of the clergy, 
and gentlemen of the laity, 


Under the good previdence of Al- 
mighty God, we are again permitted to 
assemble, to review the condition, and 
to consult the interest of our portion of 
ithe church of Christ. The occasion is 
full of interest, as well as of awe; par- 
ticularly when we consider, that the 
Head of this church is that heavenly 

Vou. VEL 
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Being, who in a state of humanity 
atoned for sin, established a church, 
and now watches over her concerns. 
Under his all-seeing eye, and in sub- 
mission to his holy will, our delibera- 
tions are to be conducted. 

Two causes have prevented me from. 
being able to perform the usual portion 
of episcopal service—the one, was the 
absence of my colleague last year, till 
the season of visitation had passed 
away: the other, a severe domestic af- 
fliction, which confined me to my family 
for five months. Still Iam not sensible 
that any episcopal duties have beem 
omitted og postponed, which were ab- 
solutely necessary to the welfare of the 
church. Immediately after the conven- 
tion, on the 9th day of June, I held an 
ordination in St. John’s church, in the 
city of Washington, when the Rey. Mr, 
Aydelott, the Rev.Mr.Wm.Armstrong, 
and the Rev. Mr. Daniel Somers, were 
admitted to the holy order of priests; 
and Mr. Lemuel Wilmer to the holy 
order of deacons. And the same day, 
in the afternoon, I confirmed, in the 
same church, twenty-five persons. I 
also held a confirmation at night, in 
Christ church, Georgetown, when eigh- 
teen white persons, and seventeen black 
were confirmed. On the i0th day of 
the same month, I received from the 
standing committee a testimonial in fa- 
vour of Mr. Silas C. Freeman, and 


placed him on the roll of candidates for _ 
holy orders. On the 6th day of Sep-_ 


tember, in St. Paul’s, Baltimore, I ad- 
mitted the Rev. Mr. Joseph Spencer to 
the holy order of priests ; and the same 
day gave him a letter of dismission to 
the diocese of Pennsylvania, in as much 
as he had been appointed a professor 
in Carlisle college. - 


I consecrated to the service of Al« 


mighty God, on the 17th day of Sep- 
tember, 1822, a new church, lately built 
in Rockville, Montgomery county, by 
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the name of Christ church; and at the 
same time confirmed eighteen persons. 
On the day following If held a confirma- 
tion in St. Bartholomew’s, in the same 
county, when sixteen persons were con- 
firmed. These churches are both un- 
der the care of the Rev. Thomas Allen. 

On the 7th of November f visited the 
parishes in Harford county, then under 
the ministry of the Rev. Mr. Jackson. 
In the morning 1 preached in Havre- 
de-Grace, and confirmed five persons. 
The same day, in the afternoon, I 
preached in St. George’s, and confirm- 
ed five more. 

I held an ordination in St. Peter’s, 
Baltimore, on the L4th day of Decem- 
ber, when the Rev. Mr. Aisquith was 
admitted to the holy order of priests. 
also-at the same time enrolled Mr. John 
Claxton, as a candidate for holy orders. 

In my own parish, in the city of Bal- 
timore, I held a confirmation on the 
2oth day of December, when twenty- 
two white and two coloured persons 
were confirmed. 

On the ist of January, 1823, in the 
same church, I admitted Mr. Frederick 
Schroeder to the holy order of deacons; 
and on the $d of February I licensed 
Mr. John Contee to act as a lay-reader 
in Queen Ann parish, Prince George’s 
county, during the vacancy of the pa- 
rish. This license, however, has since 
been superseded by the appointment of 
the Rev. Mr. Tyng, minister of the pa- 
rish_ I ordained the Rev. Charles P. 
M‘Ilvaine a priest, on the 20th day of 
March, in my own church. And on the 
27th of April I held a confirmation in 
Trinity church, in this city, when forty- 
two were confirmed. 

Thus, since last convention, I have 
consecrated one new church; I have 
held eight confirmations; I have or- 
dained two deacons and six priests: 
and I have also enrolled two candidates 


. for holy orders. 


The changes that have taken place 
among the clergy are calculated to ex- 
cite the most serious reflections, and to 
impress us more and more with the aw- 
ful consideration, that we ought at all 
times to be ready to yield an account 
of our stewardship. Not less than three 
of our clergy, last year, fell victims to 
fhe disease by which our country was 
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visited—the Rev. Mr. Nind, the Rev. 
Mr. Bowden, and the Rev. Mr. Brady. 

Some other changes have also occur~ 
red. The Rev. Mr. Judah has moved 
to the diocese of Connecticut, and the 
Rev. Mr. Stratton has extended a por- 
tion of his labours to the church in 
Snow Hill, which Mr. Judah left. The 
Rev. Mr. Wickes has left Princess Ann, 
and settled in Norfolk, in the diocese 
of Virginia. ‘The Rev. Mr. Weller re- 
signed the church in Cambridge, Dor- 
chester county, and succeeds the late 
Mr. Nind in St. Stephen’s,Cecil county ; 
and Mr. Weller has been succeeded in 
Cambridge by the Rev. Mr. Judd, from 
Connecticut. The Rev. Mr. Hubbard 
has moved from St. Michael’s, in Talbot 
county, to the diocese of New-York. 
His station has been filled by the Rev. 
Mr. Schroeder, lately ordained. The 
Rev. Mr. Walker has left Chester-Town. 
for the diocese of South-Carolina; and 
his parish is now occupied by the Rev. 
Mr. Jackson, formerly of Havre-de- 
Grace. The Rev. Mr. Lemmon, from 
Virginia, has lately settled in Hagers- 
town. The Rev.Mr.Tyng has exchang« 
ed St. John’s church, in Georgetown, 
for Queen Ann parish, in Prince 
George’s county, vacated by the re- 
moval of the Rev. Mr. Shaw to the state 
of Indiana. The Rev. Mr. Addison has 
succeeded Mr. Tyng. The Rev. Mr. 
Bausman has left his parish in Calvert 
county, and settled in the diocese of 
Pennsylvania; from which diocese the 
Rev. Mr Schaeffer has come to St. Mar- 
garet’s, Westminster, in Anne Arundel 
county. ‘The Rev. Lemuel Wilmer is 
settled in Port Tobacco. 

The building and repairing of 
churches has progressed, and is still 
progressing in a manner, quite equal to 
what we ought to expect.’ 

The tund for the support of the epis- 
copate accumulates slowly. Still, we 
have reason to rejoice that a beginning 
has been made, and we may fondly hope 
that the munificence of our members 
will enable the church to place this order 
of the ministry in a condition to perform 
all their duties with higher effect. 

When, by a special General Conven- 
tion, a system was finally settled for the 
education of candidates for holy orders, 
it was hoped, to use ihe language of out 
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venerable presiding bishop, that there 
would be “ an undivided wish, and en- 
deavour to support, an institution begun 
under such favourable prospects.”— 
That this seminary, well supplied with 
learned and pious professors, would be 
completely sufficient for the purposes 
of the church, for many years to come; 
that a uniform mode of education, under 
the superintendence af the house of 
bishops, would be the most effectual 
way to preserve her integrity, to main- 
tain her excellent form of worship, and 
to preserve the unity of her faith ; these 
are propositions which seem to admit 
of no doubt. And it is surely true, that 
unity iri theChristian church was viewed 
by our blessed Lord and his apostles, 
as the main principle of her existence. 

Besides, it would be of great advant- 
age for the students of theology in every 
diocese, to finish their education at the 

eat theological school of the church. 

hey would enter upon the duties of 
their ministry under more favourable 
circumstances; and to be educated at 
the same seminary would unite them in 
the bonds of affection; while, at the 
same time, a laudable and valuable 
emulation would be created among the 
sons of the church. 

It has been said, however, and it may 
sometimes be the case, that young men 
of good talents, and pious dispositions, 
may be inclined to enter the ministry, 
who have not the means of acquiring 
the elementary parts of education, or of 
finishing their studies at the seminary. 

Let a society, then, be formed in 
every diocese, for the purpose of sup- 
plying pecuniary aid to young men 
preparing for holy orders, and all dif- 
ficulties of this kind will be removed, 
while the union and harmony of the 
church will be preserved. 

In two dioceses, Pennsylvania and 
South-Carolina, societies of this kind 
have been formed, and their efforts 
have been great. A similar society 
exists in this diocese, although its 
operations have been suspended, for 
reasons that need not be mentioned 
here. But agreeably to the constitu- 
tion, it can be immediately brought into 
operation, and in all the parishes of the 
State auxiliaries may be formed. This 
would yield, in a way that never would 
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be felt, an annual supply of money for 
the good purposes of the institution. 
And at the present time it might com- 
mence operations under very favour- 
able circumstances. Some money is 
now in hand. And the income of a le- 
gacy, now amounting to about 1400 
dollars, and which may be considerably 
increased, if the debts be all recovered, 


left by the late Rev. Mr. Janckson, it 


would be in my power to add annually 
to their fund. 


On the subject of theological educa- 
tion, I was happy to find, that my views 
coincided with the views of all my ve 
nerable brethren of the house of bi- 
shops. This appears from two resolu- 
tions passed by that body, upon receive 
ing the report of tlle trustees of the ge- 
neral seminary; which resolutions J 
have thought it expedient to engraft in- 
to this address. 


RESOLUTIONS, 
Philadelphia, 27th May, 1825. 
Extract from the minutes of the proceedin 
of the House of Beatane = 
The house took up. the resolutions offered 
yesterday by the Right Rev Bishop Bowen, 
respecting the general theological seminary, 
which upon metion were adopted, as follows : 
Resolved, that this house entertain a gratifys 
ing sense of the fidelity with which the trusiees 
and the faculty of the general theological semi- 
nary have executed the trust committed to 
them, and respectively fulfilled the duties of 
their appointment ; and while they deeply. re- 
gret that no other provision than such as is yet 
inadequate to the permanent success of the de 
sign has hitherto been obtained for.it, of the 
metmbers of our church, they still contemplate 
it with hope, and affectionately commend it to 
the liberality and patronage of their brethren, 
both of the elergy und of the laity, as a mes 
of increase to the number of well qualified mi- 
nisters of the Gospel in this church. 
Resolved, further, »s the opinion of this housé, 
that the general theological seminary, having 
been established by the whole body of this 
church, in general convention, seems peculiarly 
to demand the coneurrent solicitudes and ex- 
ertions to be concentered on it, of all its mem- 
bers; inasmuch as this institution, when pos- 
sessing the eombined and efficient support of 
the whole charch, must be the most effectual 
means, under Providence,’ of perpetuating the 
unity of the church in the bond of peace. 


A true copy. Wa.H. DE LANCEY, see’ry. 


Having just returned from the gene- 
ral convention, I have the happiness 
to inform this body, that the high con- 
cerns of the church were conducted 
with that narmony and Christian tem- 
per, which wil always distinguish thos 
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who are sincere friends to our Redeem- 
er’s kingdom, and in whose hearts the 
Holy Spirit has fixed his residence. In 
addition to thosearrangements, which 
it is necessary to make from time to 
time, a most important measure was 
adopted —I mean, the fixing of a stand- 
ard copy of the Holy Scriptures. To 
maintain the purity of the word of God 
is at all times fundamentally important ; 
but there are some circumstances which 
render it peculiarly necessary at the 
present time —That at this season the 
Holy Spirit may fill our hearts with 
good counsels, so that from these good 
works may proceed, may Almighty 
God of his infinite goodness grant. 


On motion, resolved, that the secre- 
tary procure a book for the purpose of 
recording the journals of this conven- 
tion, and that they be collectively pre- 
served therein, as the record of the 
proceedings of the convention in the 
diocese of Maryland. 

The following gentlemen were ap- 
pointed the standing committee for the 
ensuing year:—The Rev. Henry L. 
Davis, D. D. the Rev. Edmund D. Bar- 
ry D D. the Rev. Walter D. Addison, 
the Rev William E. Wyatt, D.D. the 
Rev. Thomas Bayne, the Rev. George 
Weller, the Rev. William Jackson. 


A report of the trustees of the theo- 
logical seminary, established at the last 
convention of this diocese, was read. 

It was moved by the Hon. C. Golds- 
borough, and resolved by the conven- 
tion, that the establishment of the theo- 
logical seminary, authorized by a vote 
of the last convention of this diocese, 
shall be, and the same is hereby sus- 
pended ; and that no resolution, or other 
act of the convention, for the revival of 
the said seminary, or for the establish- 
ment of any other theological seminary 
within this diocese, shall be had, or be 
deemed valid and effectual, unless the 
same shall be adopted at one coaven- 
tion, p blished among their proceed- 
ings for the consideration of the diocese, 
and afterwards ratified and confirmed 
by the next annual and regular conven- 
tion, after a new election of lay-deie- 
gates. 

Resolved, that it is,the sense of this 
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convention, that the persons who have 
subscribed to the diocesan theological 
seminary, are released from their obli-. 
gation to pay their subscription. 


The parochial reports furnish tho 
following aggregate :—Baptisms 11623 
marriages 234; funerals 407 ; commu- 
nicants 2417.—There were also re- 
ported as collected for the bishop’s fund 
% 409; and for the fund for deputies 
and incidental expenses $ 247 41 4. 

It appears from the treasurer’s ac — 
count, that the state of the funds of the 
convention stands at present as follows, 
to wit: Episcopal fund, including in- 
terest to the 3ist May, 1823, $848 22. 
Deputies’ fund, including interest to the 
same day, $ 240 04. 

Jonas Clapham, esq. was unant- 
mously elected treasurer of this conven- 
tion for the ensuing year. . 

On motion, resolved, that the next 
convention of this diocese be held in 
the city of Baltimore. 

Resolved, that the thanks of this 
convention be presented to the presi- 
dent, the secretary, and assistant se- 
cretary, for their services. 

After a concluding prayer, the bi- 
shop pronounced the Apostolic berie- 
diction, and the convention adjourned 
sine die. 

It appears from the journal of the 
above convention, that the diocese of 
Maryland consists of the bishop, forty 
one presbyters, five deatons, and sixty 
five congregations. 





— 





Protestant Episcopal Female Tract 
Society of Baltimore. 

Tue anniversary of this society was 
celebrated on the 23d of May, 1825, 
when the sixth annual report of the 
board of managers was made. A copy 
has recently been put into our hands, 
and we have been gratified in its peru- 
sal.— The managers “ announce, with 
deep and lively thankfulness to Him 
who has been pleased to bless their ex- 
ertions in the cause of religion, that the 
records of the society exhibit at this 
period, a state of prosperity unequalled 
in the annals of any preceding year. 

* Gratefal as is this statement to the 
feelings of the conductors of this insti- 
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tution—encouraging as it is to their 
geal—stimulating them as it does to 
greater activity—to renewed diligence ; 
they are nevertheless compelled to de- 
clare, that the annual subscriptions are 
greatly inadequate to the purposes of 
the society. It will scarcely be credit- 
ed, that among the numerous and re- 
spectable episcopal congregations of 
this city, they have but two hundred 
and fifty-nine subscribers. Since the 
last year thirty-two have withdrawn 
their names. 

“ The managers doubt not that many 
are only waiting to be solicited to-fur- 
nish readily the trifle which is asked. 
But why is this? Is it not the Lord’s 
work? Is not his glory the object of 
the society ? The salvation of his crea- 
tures, and the improvement of their 
moral condition, their dearest wish? 
And the extension of Christ’s kingdom 
upon earth their ultiniate design? And 
should it not rather be imagined, that 
the followers of the Redeemer would he 
desirous te claim as a privilege the 
right of being associated with them, 
than coldly wait to be importuned for 
their reluctant contributions ? The ma- 
nagers hope they do not deceive them- 
selves in believing, that there will be 
found in their respective congregations 
many rich to cast in of their abund- 
ance—many a poor, and humble, and 
pious widow, to cast her mite into the 
treasury of the Lord. After defraying 
the expense of printing the report, their 
little treasury will be nearly exhausted ; 
but they hope in faith and confidence, 
that this will be the auspicious moment, 
when added means will give them ad- 
ded opportunities of usefulness. 

“ The board of managers have been 
enabled, during the last year, to publish 
a tract monthly, which in a former re- 
port they announced to be their intcn- 
tion, whenever they should have funds 
sufficient for that purpose. When it is 
considered, that from the increasing de- 
mands for their publications, they have 
considerably enlarged their editions, 
and that the length of the tracts always 
averages twelve pages, it will be matter 
of surprise that, with so few subscri- 
bers, they have effected so desirable an 
object. 

“ The last annual report announced 
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the organization of three auxiliary so- 
cieties—two female juvenile societies, 
one in Trinity, and the other in St. 
Paul’s parish, and one female auxiliary 
in Talbot county. Since the last res 
port, the board with real pleasure com- 
municate to their members the addition 
of two more-—one a male juvenile so 
ctety in this city, and the other a fe, 
male socicty in Prince George’s county. 

While the board acknowledge with 
gratitude, the assistance they have re- 
ceived from all their auxiliaries, it is 
hut justice to mention with peculiar 
distinction, the zeal and activity of their 

‘youthful coadjutors ; for, while the ma- 
nagers of the parent society lament 
their unsuccessful efforts to increase 
their subscriptions, this young and in- 
teresting portion of Christ’s flock vo- 
luntarily come forward to assist his 
cause, by contributing a part of their 
own weekly allowance. What a re- 
proach to those who have withheld 
their assistance! The number of sub- 
scribers to St. Paul’s Juvenile Society, 
two hundred and nine —to Trinity, two 
hundred and sixteen—and to the Male 
Juvenile Society, seventy: in all more 
than double the number of adult sub- 
seribers. ‘Their subscription amounts 
to but fifty cents, and yet they have 
furnished nearly half the funds of the 
society since their institution!—It is 
also due to the managers of the juvenile 
societies to say, that the committee ap- 
pointed to attend their monthly meet- 
ings make a very favourable report of 
the order and regularity of their pro- 
ceedings. ‘The zeal, and even judgment 
of these youthful labourers in the Lord’s 
vineyard, is astonishing; and the board 
consider their conduct and promises of 
future and increasing usefulness, a great 
cause of thankfulness to Him, who has 
put it into their hearts to enlist thus 
early under his banner. 

“ The managers, as.a means of in- 
creasing the interest of their subscribers, 
during the last two years have charged 
themselves with the care of supplying 
them with each number, in regular order 
as it has been published. Each member 
is of course provided with the means of 
judging of the fidelity with which the 
duties of the board are performed ; each 
one has an opportunity of testing the 
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merits of the publications selected. The 
managers persuade themselves that 
much benefit has arisen from this mea- 
sure: they persuade themselves that 
this is all that is necessary to awaken 
the interest, and secure the good offices 
of their members; and they pledge 
themselves that no exertions on their 
part shall be wanting, to employ to the 
greatest advantage all the funds which 
may be intrusted to their management. 

“ ‘The steam boats have been regu- 
larly supplied with tracts, for the benefit 
of travellers. The captain of the boat 
United States having suggested to the 
managers, that, by placing a box on 
board, some donations might be procur- 
ed in aid of the funds, the experiment 
has been made, and has succeeded be- 
yond their expectations. The managers 
gratefully acknowledge the benevolent 
exertions of the captain in their favour, 
to which they attribute a great part of 
their success. With such encourage- 
ment, they are preparing boxes for a 
‘similar purpose, for all the different 
steam boats belonging to Baltimore. 

“ A list of distribution is added, to 
enable the members to trace more dis- 
tinctly the operations of the society, and 
jn order to excite more effectually their 
interest, by presenting to their view at 
one glance the extent of benefit furntsh- 
ed through their means.” 


The number of tracts printed since 
the last report of the board is twelve, 
and five thousand copies of each, mak- 
ing in all sixty thousand, besides one 
thousand copies of the fifth report. 
The number distributed is reported to 
be 32,013. 

To this report are appended the con- 
stitution, bye laws, and first annual re- 
port of the Juvenile Male Auxiliary 
Tract Society of Baltimore, with ad- 
dresses from its members; the consti- 
tution, bye laws, and first annual report 
of the Juvenile Female Auxiliary Tract 
Society of St. Paul’s church, Baltimore ; 
and the same of the Juvenile Female 
Auxiliary Tract Society of Trinity 
church, Baltimore : all evineing a spirit 
and zeal very flattering to the pious ex- 
ertions of the young members of our 
communion, and promising to do much 
good by the circulation of “ those little 
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monitors,” as one of their reports rev 
marks, “ that come monthly from the 
press, to enforce the principles of vir- 
tue and morality, or to establish and! 
iilustrate the sublime doctrines of the’ 
Gospel of grace.” 

We cannot conclude without noticing 
the addresses above mentioned. Al- 
though coming from an “ association of 
school boys,” they breathe a spirit of 
thought and of fervent piety, creditable 
to mature age. Warm and animated, 
their young hearts send forth their ef- 
fusions in language correct, chaste, 
and irresistible. Who can doubt that 
their “ juvenile attempts will gain the 
approbation of God?” Or that, “ while 
the learned labours of the sage, and the 
ingenious speculations of the philoso- 
pher, must often fail to improve and 
sanctify the soul, the Christian doctrines 
contained in a small and cheap tract, 
may be the means of conducting” the 
traveller “to piety here, and to inde- 
scribable happiness hereafter???) 


E———__ _ ______4 





For the Christian Journal, 
Messrs. Sworps, 


I rEAD with much pleasure the re- 
marks of your correspondent N.S. ig 
your number for August, “ on the rubric 
respecting the occasional prayers and 
thanksgivings in the Common Prayer 
Book.” Il have ever agreed with him 
in the construction of the rubric, which 
he so clearly establishes as the correct 
one. I will take the liberty of offering 
another reason for supposing that con- 
struction to have been in the view of 
the church. In the service for Ash- 
Wednesday, the church provides pro- 
per special. prayers; and in that for 
Thanksgiving-Day, a proper special 
thanksgiving. The former are directed 
to “ be said immediately before the ge- 
neral thanksgiving,” and the latter “ af- 
ter the general thanksgiving.” ‘This, I 
take it, is a clear expression of the 
sense of our church as to the proper 
location of eccasional prayers and 
thanksgivings, and a proof that she did 
not design any departure from the rule 
and custom of the church of England 
in this particular. : 
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For the Christian Journal. 
Messrs. Sworps, 
Suouxp the following remarks have 
a tendency to advance the cause for 
which our Saviour died, you are re- 
guested to publish them. 


‘‘ Tux poor have the gospel preach- 
éd to them,” said our blessed Saviour 
to the disciples of John, when he reter- 
red to his works as a proof of his Mes- 
siahship. ‘The laws of Moses were 
distinguished above those of other 
legislators for their attention to the 
poor ; but the Pharisees, the prevailing 
sect among the Jews, had acquired a 
supreme contempt for them, deeming 
it beneath their dignity to instruct them. 
The words just quoted must have then 
been emphatic, and are a characteristic 
of Christianity which is peculiar to it- 
self, and must endear it to the heart 
feeling for the distresses of its fellow- 
creatures. : 

Taking this view of Christianity, it 
will not, | hope, be deemed'improper to 
ask, whether the poor are not too much 
overlooked in the building of churches 
and in the preaching of the gospel? I 
do not think there is any impropriety 
in wealthy persons’ building houses for 
the worship of Almighty Godin a man- 
ner suited to their abilities, if the poor 
are not thereby excluded from those 
houses, or if it does not prevent the 
erection of buildings for their peculiar 
use. 

His conduet eannot be jnstified who 
neglects attending church because he 
cannot appear in a style agreeing with 
his wishes to be as his neighbo ‘rs; nor 
will a true Christian be influenced by 
so unworthy a eause; but we know 
that all are not of this character—that 
the world abounds with people who 
care not whether they appear in the 
house of God or not, and whose situa- 
tion in lite is such that they cannot 
purchase a seat, and who must therefore 
appear as intruders, if at all. With 
these views I could not but rejoice at 
the proposals for building a free church 
which some time since appeared in the 
Journal. Should the plan succeed, there 
can be no doubt but that our church will 
increase in numbers and piety from 


flat order of men which was our Sa- 


Utility of a Free Church, 
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viour’s peculiar care; which, tasting the 
good word of God mixed with the bitter 
draughts of adversity, duly appreciate 
it, and perhaps aid Christianity as much 
by the sincerity and fervency of their 
prayers, as others do by the greatness 
of their wealth; and which, although 
sadly neglected in the “daily ministra- 
tion,” have souls as dear to Christ as 
those who are more wealthy. 

This confidence, as to the good effect 
ef the plan spoken of, is derived from 
three sources; to do little more than 
name which, will be sufficient to con- 
vince any one of its utility. 

Our church, to be admired and loved 
needs but tobe known. By means of 
a free church she will be brought tothe 
notice of many who but for it would 
know nothing of her, and would attach 
themselves to denominations of Chris- 
tians whose creeds, we must believe, are 
less orthodox than our own; and many 
of those who never enter a place of wor- 
ship, will ther do it, and find it to be, in 
truth, “the gate of heaven.” The re- 
ception our church meets with in pla- 
ces where the plan here approved of is 
more widely in operation than in this 
city, isa satisfactory evidence of its 
utility. 

Again. Many of those who, from im- 
pressions received in early life, or from 
the determinations of an enlightened 
and candid mind, are somewhat attach- 
ed te our worship, now, from their in- 
ability to procure seats in our churches 
and the natural aversion we have to be 
considered as intruders, go to places of 
public worship which they can at:end 
with a less tax of personal feeling than 
at our churehes ;—thus, they are lost 
to the church—lost, in many instances, 
to her sober piety. 

Further. Sunday schools are now’ 
training up many youth in the ways of 
piety and of our church. When they 
have left these schools, where will they 
go to keep themselves in those ways ? 
No one will deny that the provision made 
for such and other poor is small; and 
most generally draws such a line of dis- 
tinction between them and their fellow- 
worshippers, as, to say the least, makes 
them feed as if they were not at home. 
When this feedxg accompanies the wor- 
shipper to the house of God, (even wher: 
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it is against his will,) what little security 
is there for his regular attendance? ‘The 
man of wealth, going where he will, in 


such places feels himself equal to any, 


one ; be feels that if his circumstances 
were known, they would secure to hima 
welcome : the poor man, sensible of his 
poverty, whose mind is perhaps blunt- 
ed by adversity, or, to speak more cor- 
rectly, who is contented with his lot, 
willnot mind this distinction; but those 
who are in a middle state of life feel it 
most sensibly, and, if we may judge 
from their non-attendance on church in 
innumerable instances, we may add, 
most lamentably. ‘This middling class 
is far from being an inconsiderable por- 
tion of the Christian world. 

When, with wounded feelings, [have 
seen what may almost be called the un- 
christian tenacity of some to the lawful 
possession of a seat in a church, that 
seemed unwilling that any should enjoy 
Christian privileges but those who 
could command a polished exterior, I 
thought there was an additional call for 
a free church. 

Inconclusion, it will be proper to say, 
that I believe there is as great, if not 
greater, provision for the peor in our 
churches than in others, with the ex- 
ception of one denomination. That 
one, by having free churches, from 
small beginnings has risen to great 
height. is not this a proof of the uti- 
lity of the plan which ought to have 
weight with those who are concerned 
in the building of churches, and whom 
God hath blessed with an abundance 
of this world’s goods ? P.R. 





Adventure in a Journgy from Jerusa- 
lem to Jericho. 

* The following interesting narrative is extract- 

~ ed from Sir Frederick Henniker’s notes dur- 
ing a visit to Egypt, &e. reeently published 
in London. It very foreibly illustrates the re- 
mark of our blessed Lord, “A certain man 
went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and 
fel among thieves,” and shows that the same 
practices are continued in that country at 
this day, which were prevalent eighteen hun- 
dred years ago. | 


Asout eight o’clock in the morning 
# janissary was in waiting: having 
been repeatedly assured that there was 
‘no danger on this side Jericho, and 
scarcely believing that there was any 


[No. 16, 


on the other, I had resolved upon have 
ing no other attendant; I was at the 
same time provided with a letter to the 
governor of Jericho, commanding him 
to furnishi me with an escort. As we 
were on the point of starting, Nicholai 
expressed a wish to see the Jordan: a 
horse was procured—he girded on his 
sword, and with my fowling-piece in his 
hand, we sallied forth. The route is 
over hills, rocky, barren, and uninterest- 
ing; we arrived at a fountain, and here 
my two attendants paused to refresh 
themselves; the day was so hot that I 
was anxious to finish the journey, and 
hurried forwards. A ruined building, 
situate on the summit ofa hill, was now 
within sight, and I urged my horse to- 
wards it; the janissary gallopped by 
me, and, making signs for me not to 
precede him, he rode into and round 
the building, and then motioned me to 
advance. We next came to a hill, 
through the very apex of which has 
been cut a passage,* the rocks over- 
hanging it on either side. I was in the 
act of passing through this ditch, wher 
a bullet whizzed by, close to my head ; 
I saw no one, and had searcely time to 
think, when another was fired, some 
short distance in advance; I could yet 
see no one; the janissary was beneath 
the brow of the hill, in his descent ; I 
looked back, but my servant was net 
yet within sight. I looked up, and 
within a few inches of my head were 
three muskets, and three men taking 
aim atme. Escape or resistance were 
alike impossible-—I got off my horse. 
Eight men jumped down from the 
rocks, and commenced a scramble for 
me; Labserved alse a party running 
towards Nicholai. At this moment 
the janissary gallopped in among us 
with his sword drawn ; I knew that if 
blood were spilt +I should be sacrificed, 





* Quaresmius, lib. vi. ¢. 2. quoting Brocar- 
dus, 200 years past, mentions that there isa 
place horrible to the eye, and full of danger, 
called Abdomin, which signifies blood; where 
he, descending trom Jeruselem to Jericho, fell 
among thieves. 

T Chateaubriand met with a serious sd- 
venture, had been reading his Itinerary on 
the previous day. 


cipite dans le mele * * * enfin il tira son sabre 
et alloit abattre la téte du chef des Bedeuins 
*** que nous serions infalliblement massacres 
qne ¢’ctoit la raison pour laquelle i! n’avoit pas 








Ali (the janissary) se pre- 
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and J called upon him to fly. He 
wounded one man that had hold of me; 
I received two violent blows, intended 
I believe for him; from the effect of 
one I was protected by my turban— 
J was not armed—the janissary cut 
down another Arab, and all the rest 
scrambled up the rocks: the janissary 
turned his horse and rode off at full 
allop, calling on me to follow him, 
which I did on foot : in the mean time 
the Arabs prepared their matchlocks, 
and opened a fire upon us, but only few 
of theirshots came very near. We had 
advanced about a league, when two of 
the banditti made a show of cutting us 
off. A sudden panie seized the janis- 
sary; he cried on the name of the Pro- 
phet, and galloped away. I called out 
tohim that there were but two--that with 
his sword and pistols, if we stopped 
behind a stone, we could kill them both: 
he rode back towards the Arabs; they 
had guns, and the poor fellow returned 
at full speed. As he passed I caught 
a rope hanging from his saddle—I had 
hoped to leap upon his horse, but found 
myself unable ; my feet were dread- 
fully lacerated by the honey-combed 
rocks; nature would support me no 
longer; I fell, but still clung to the 
rope; in this manner I was drawn 
some few yards; till, bleeding from 
my ancle to my shoulder, I resigned 
myself to my fate. As soon as I stood 
up, one of my pursuers took aim at me, 
but the other casually advancing be- 
tween us, prevented his firing; he then 
ran up, and with his sword aimed such 
a blow as would not have required a 
second; his companion prevented its 
full effect, so that it merely cut my ear 
in halves and laid open one side of my 
face; they then stripped me naked. 
These two could not have known that 
their friends were wounded, or they 
would certainly have killed me; they 
had heard me vote their death, and 
which we should in all probability have 
effected, had the janissary, a ‘Turk, un- 
verstood me. I had spoken to him in 
Arabic. 
it was now past mid-day, and burn- 
ing hot; I bled profusely; andtwo vul- 





voulu tuer le chef; car une fois le sang verse 
nous n’aurions en d’autre parti 4 prendre que 
de retourner promptement 4 Jeruyalem. 


Vor. VII. 


tures, whose business it is to consume 
corpses, were hovering over me. I 
should scarcely have had strength to re- 
sist, had they chosen to attack me. In 
about twenty minutes Nicholai came 
up; his only sorrow was for my wounds 
and the loss of the sword, which was his 
own. § Youcannot live, Sir, you cannot 
live! they have taken away my sword ; 
I asked them to give it back to me, but 
they would not.’? He then related his 
part of the adventure ; ten men had beset 
him, his horse was not to be depended 
upon, the gun was not loaded; and 
there were many Arabs on every side, 
so that retreat was impossible. The 
janissary now came to our assistance, 
and put me on his horse; we passed by 
a rivalet of tempting water, but they 
would not allow me to drink, though I 
was almost choaked with blood. At 
length we arrived, about 3 p. m. at Je- 
richo. ‘The ‘ walls of Jericho’ are of 
mud ; at a corner of the town stands a 
small stone building, the residence of 
the governor: within the walls of it is 
the town reservoir of water, and horses 
for eight Turks. My servant was un- 
able to lift me to the ground; the janis- 
sary was lighting his pipe, and the sol- 
diers were making preparations to pur- 
sue the robbers ; not one person would 
assist a half-dead Christian: after some 
minutes a few Arabs came up, and plac- 
ed me bythe side of the horse-pond, 
just so that J could not dip my finger 
into the water ; one of the soldiers, as 
he went forth, took the rug from his 
horse, and threw it to me asa covering. 
The governor armed himself, and the 
whole garrison sallied forth in pursuit 
of the banditti. This pool is resorted 
to by every one in search of water, and 
that employment falls exclusively upon 
females; they surrounded me, and 
seemed so earnest in their sorrow, that, 
notwithstanding their veils, I almost 
felt pleasure at my wound; one of them 
in particular held her pitcher to my 
lips, till she was sent away by the 
Chous.* I called her; she returned, 
and was sent away again ; and the third 
time she was turned out of the yard; 
she wore a red veil,+ and therefore 





* ‘the Osder. : . 
+ the sigy of not being married. 
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293 British Libraries—Letter of Br. Johnson. 


there was something unpardonable in 
her attention to any man, especially to 
a Christian; she, however, returned 
with her mother, and brought me a le- 
mon and some milk. I believe that 
Mungo Park, on some dangerous occa- 
sion during his travels, received con- 
siderable assistance from the compas- 
sionate sex. 

About sunset, the secretary* of the 
governor provided me with a shirt. I 
was then put into a mat, and deposited 
ina small dark cell; but even there I 
was notat rest, fora cat made two 
pulls at my ear during the night, it was 
a very Mohammedan cat.t 


f ————, ____ _ | 





From the Boston Daily Advertiser. 
British Libraries. 

A commi?Tee of the house of com- 
mons lately made a report, relative to 
the royal library recently presented by 
the king to the nation, in which they 
recommend that it should be united 
with that of the British museum; and 
that for the accommodation of the two 
libraries, a new building should be 
erected on the site of the present mu- 
seum, which occupies a space of eight 
acres. The library of the museum con- 
tains 125,000 volumes, and that of the 
king 65,000. It is computed that the 
duplicates will not exceed 21,000, about 
12,000 of which it is recommended 
should be sold. The national museum 
was founded in 1755, and in 1757, king 
George II. transferred to it the royal 
library, collected by his predecessors, 
from Henry VUI. consisting of 9000 
volumes. In 1762, the late king pur- 
chased for it a collection of pamphlets, 
published from 1564 to 1660, consist- 
ing of 32,000 articles contained in two 
thousand volumes. Grants have been 
made by parliament at eleven different 
times, for the purchase of collections of 
works of art for the museum, amount- 
ing to150,000/. The collections for 





* This man is a Christian, and the only one 
in Jericho. Mohammedans do not study the 
art of writing; andthe office of secretary is ge- 
neraliy performed by either Jew or Christian, 

} The eat was the favourite animal of Mo- 
hammed, and the Turks have many anecdotes 
sud superstitions respecting it: -the cat is cha- 
racteristic of the Turk. 
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which these grants were made, are the 
Sloanian, the Harleian, the Hamilton 
collection of vases, the Townley collec- 
tion of statues, the Lansdown manus 
scripts, the Greville minerals, the Har- 
grave library, the Phigalian marbles, 
the Elgin marbles, and the Burney li 
brary. Many donations have also been 
made by individuals, among which that 
of the late Sir Joseph Banks is men- 
tioned. 

The collection of the royal library 
was begun by the late king soon after 
his accession, by the purchase, in 1762, 
of the library of Mr. Joseph Smith, Bri- 
tish consul at Venice, for the sum of 
10,0007. From that time it has been 
increased by the expenditure of about 
2000/7. per annum, exclusive of the 
many presents of books to the king. 
Besides the sum above mentioned, ex- 
pended in the purchase of books, the 
annual salaries of the persons employed 
in the library amounted to 11714 Mr. 
Barnard, the librarian, has served in 
that capacity sixty years. In the year 
1768, he was sent by the late king to 
France, Germany, and Italy, to pur- 
chase books for the library. On his 
departure he received from Dr.Johnser., 
who frequently visited the library, the 
following letter, containing advice re- 
specting the mode of executing his mis- 
sion, which is subjoined to the report 
of the committee. 


Sir, 


It is natural for a scholar to interest 
himself in an expedition, undertaken, 
like yours, for the importation of litera- 
ture; and therefore, though having ne- 
ver travelled myself, I am very little 
qualified to give advice to a traveller, 
yet, that I may not seem inattentive to 
a design so worthy of regard, I will try 
whether the present state of my health 
will suffer me to lay before you what ob- 
servation or report have suggested tome, 
that may direct your inquiries or facili- 
tate your success. Things of which the 
mere rarity makes the value, and which 
are prized at a high rate by a wanton- 
ness rather than by use, are always 
passing from poorer to richer countries ; 
and therefore, though Germany and 
Italy were principally productive of ty- 
pegraphical curiosities, I do not much 
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imagine that they are now to be found 
there in greatabundance. An eagerness 
for scarce books and early editions, 
which prevailed among the English 
about half a century ago, filled our 
shops with all the splendour and nicety 
of literature, and when the Harleian ca- 
talogue was published, many of the 
books were bought for the library of the 
king of France. 

I believe, however, that by the diii- 
gence with which you have enlarged 
the library under your care, the present 
stock is so nearly exhausted, that, till 
new purchases supply the booksellers 
with new stores, you will not be able 
to do much more than glean up single 
books, as accident shall produce them: 
this, therefore, is the time for visiting 
the continent. ~ 

What addition you can hope te make 
by ransacking other countries, we will 
now consider. English literature you 
will not seek in any place but in Eng- 
land. Classical tearning is diffused 
every where; and it is not, except by 
accident, more copious in one part of 
ihe polite world than in another. But 
every country has jiterature of its own, 
which may be best gathered in its na- 
tive soil. The studies of the learned 
are influenced by forms of government 
and modes of religion ; and therefore, 
those books are necessary and common 
in some places, which; where different 


_epinions or different manners prevail, 


are of little use, and for that reason 
rarely to be found. - 

Thus, in Italy you may expect to 
meet with canonists and scholastic di- 
vines, in Germany with writers on the 
feudal laws, and in Holland with civil- 
ians. The schoolmen and canonists 
must not be neglected, for they are use- 
ful to many purposes ; nor too anxiously 
sought, for their influence among us 
is much lessened by the reformation. 
Of the canonists, at least a few eminent 
writers may be sufficient; the school- 
men are of more general value; but the 
feudal and civil law I cannot but wish 
to see complete. The feudal constitu- 
tion is the original of the law of property 
over all the civilized part of Europe; 
and the civil law, as it is generally un- 
derstood to include the law of nations, 


may be called with great propriety a 
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regal study. Of those books which have 
been often published, and diversified by 
various modes of impression, a royal 
library should have at least the most 
curious edition, the most splendid, and 
the most useful. The most curious edi- 
tion is commonly the first, and the most 
useful may be expected among the last. 
Thus, of Tully’s Offices, the edition of 
Faust is the most curious, and that of 
Grevius the most useful; the most 
splendid, the eye will discern. With 
ihe old printers you are now become 
well acquainted: if you can find any 
collection of their productions to. be 
sold, you will undoubtedly buy it: but 
this can scarcely be hoped, and you 
must catch up single volumes where 
you can find them. In every place, 
things often occur where they are least 
expected. I was shewn a Welsh gram- 
mar written in Welsh, and printed at 
Milan, I believe, before any grammar 
of that language had been printed here, 
Of purchasing entire libraries, I know 
not whether the inconvenience may not 
overbalance the advantage. Of libra- 
ries collected with general views, one 
will have many books in common with 
another. When you have bought two 
collections, you will find that you have 
bought many books twice over, and 
many in each which you have left at 
home, and therefore did not want; and 
when you have selected a small num- 
ber, you will have the rest to sell at a 
great loss, or to transport hither at per- 
haps a greater. It will generally be 
more commodious to buy the few that 
you want at a price somewhat advanc- 
ed, than to encumber yourself with use- 
less books. But libraries collected for 
particular studies will be very valuable 
acquisitions. The collection of an emi- 
nent civilian, feudist, or mathematician, 
will perhaps have very few superfluities. 
Topography or local history prevail 
much in many parts of the continent. 
I have been told that scarcely a village 
of Italy wants its historian. These 
books may be generally neglected, but 
some will deserve attention by the cele- 
brity of the place, the eminence of the 
authors, or the beauty of the sculptures. 
Sculpture has always been more culti- 
vated among other nations than among 
us. The old art of cutting an woed, 
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which decorated the books of ancient 
impressjon, was never carried here to 
any excellence; and the practice of en- 
graving on’ copper which succeeded, 
has never been much employed among 
us in adorning books. The old books 
with wooden cuts are to be diligently 
sought ; the designs were often made by 
great masters, and the prints are such 
as cannot be made by any artist now 
living. It will be of great use to collect 
in every place maps of the adjacent 
country, and plans of towns, buildings, 
and gardens. By this care you will 
form a more valuable body of geogra- 
phy, than can otherwise be had. Many 
countries have been very exactly sur- 
veyed; but it must not be expected that 
the exactness of actual mensuration 
will be preserved, when the maps are 
reduced by a contracted scale, and in- 
corporated into a general system. 

The king of Sardinia’s Italian domi- 


‘nions are not large, yet the maps made 


of them in the reign of Victor fill two 
atlantic folios. This part of your de- 
sign will deserve particular regard, be- 
cause, in this your success will always 
be proportionate to your diligence. 
You are too well acquainted with lite- 
rary history not to know, that many 
books derive their value from the repu- 
tation of the printers. Of the celebrated 
printers you do not need to be informed, 
and if you did, might consult Baillet 
JSugemens des Scavans. The produc- 
tions of Aldus are enumerated in the 
Bibliotheca Greca; so that you may 
know when you have them all; which 
is always of use, as it prevents needless 
search. The great ornaments of a li- 
brary furnished for magnificence as 
well as use, are the first editions, of 
which, therefore, I would not willingly 
neglect the mention. You know, sir, 
that the annals of typography begin 
with the Codex, 1457 ; but there is great 
reason to believe that there are latent in 
obscure corners books printed before it, 
The secular feast in memory of the in- 
vention of printing, is celebrated in the 
fortieth year of the century: if this tra- 
dition, therefore, is right, the art had, 
in 1457, been already exercised nine- 
teen years. 

There prevails among typographical 
antiquaries a vague opinion that the 
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Bible had been printed three times be- 
fore the edition of 1462, which Calmet 
calls ‘ La premier edition-bien averee.’ 
One of these editions has been lately 
discovered in a convent, and trans 
planted into'the French king’s library. 
Another copy has likewise been found, 
but I know not whether of the same 
impression or another. These disco- 
veries are sufficient to raise hope and 
instigate inquiry. Inthe purchase of 
old books, let me recommend to you to 
inquire, with great caution, whether 
they are perfect. In the first edition, 
the loss of a leaf is not easily observed. 
You remember how near we both were 
to purchasing a mutilated Missal at a 
high price. 

All this perhaps you know already, 
and therefore my letter may be of no 
use. [ am, however, desirous to show 
you, that [ wish prosperity to your un- 
dertaking. One advice more I will 
give, of more importance than all the 
rest; of which I, therefore, hope you 
will have still less need. You are going 
into a part of the world divided, as it is 
said, between bigotry and ‘atheism: 
such representations are always hyper- 
bolical, but there is certainly enough of 
both to alarm any mind solicitous for 
piety and truth: let not the contempt 
of superstition precipitate you into infi- 
delity, or the horror of infidelity ensnare 
you in superstition. I sincerely wish 
you successful and happy, for i am, sir, 
your aflectionate and humbie servant, 

Sam. JOHNSON, 
To F. A. Barnard, esq. : 
May 28, 1768. 


eee 
For the Christian Journal, 


Pulpit Eloquence. See page 282. 


‘In the last number it was shewn, that 
the subjects of the eloquence of the pul- 
pit being more elevated and important 
than those appertaining to the bar and 
the public assembly, a style of sentiment 
and expressian proportionably more ex- 
cellent is required. It was also shewn, 
that the nature of the matter to be treat- 
ed on by the clerical orator, is such as 
to require greater ability in the manage- 
ment of the audience, than is necessary 
at the bar or in the senate, Hence it 
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was inferred that a considerable degree 
of talent is absolutely necessary to one 
who would excel in pulpit oratory. For 
unless the preacher be possessed of suf- 
ficient capacity to apprehend the grand 
truths of religion—of sufficient strength 
of mind to unravel its difficulties—and 
of sufficient energy to enter deeply into 
its spirit and essence, what success can 
be hoped for, in the difficult task of ex- 
plaining its doctrines and inculcating its 
precepts to an audience, at best but in- 
differently disposed to hearken to his 
instructions ?——Yet, though talents are 
of so great necessity and importance, 
their want might be in no inconsiderable 
degree supplied by industry and expe- 
rience. But talents, though possessed 
in the greatest degree, will be of but 
small utility, unless aided and support- 
ed by learning, and that of the deepest 
and most important kind. ‘This is not 
rashly or unadvisedly asserted, although 
many have presumed to dispense with, 
and even to decry, this most important 
qualification of a clergyman. It is un- 
doubtedly conformable to the rules of 
reason, that a man should be pertectly 
acquainted with that which he pretends 
to teach; and that he should be able, 
not only to explain the grounds of his 
doctrine, but also satisfactorily to an- 
swer any objections which may be urged 
against it. To do the former, he must 
be well instructed in the principles of 
his own belief: to do the latter, he must 
be perfectly informed of the objections 
which have been stated-—with the ar- 
guments adduced in favour of diverse 
opinions, and with the methods of an- 
swering them. The most brilliant 
ideas, the most beautiful imagery, or the 
sweetest flow of words, cannot compen- 
sate for the want of a perfect knowledge 
of the subject: and this is only to be 
obtained by clase and persevering stu- 
dy. The greatest masters in the art of 
elocution assure us, that no quality is 
more essential to produce a happy ef- 
fect, than perspicuity. Without it, the 
passions may indeed undergo a momen- 
tary excitement ; but no lasting impres- 
sions can be made unless the sentiments 
of the speaker be expressed in language 
easily and perfectly intelligible. But 
to attain this desirable perspicuity, it is 
absolutely necessary that the orator 
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should be perfectly acquainted with his 
subject. Not that every one who is ac- 
quainted with his subject will treat of it 
with perspicuity ; much depends on the 
genius and disposition of the speaker : 
but we maintain, that without study and 
a complete knowledge of the subject, 
perspicuity can never be attained. “To 
write” (and of course it is the same with. 
regard to speaking) “ with precision,” 
says Blair, who had just mentioned 
precision as a principal attribute of per- 
spicuity ; “ to write with precision re- 
quires a writer to have himself a very 
clear apprehension of the object he 
means to present to us; to have laid 
fast hold of it in his mind; and never 
to waver in any one view he takes of 
it.” But how is this accuracy to be ob- 
tained without a profound study of his - 
object in all its branches? And more 
especially in the clergyman such ac- 
quaintance with his subject will require 
no ordinary degree of learning; of 
which, in proportion as he is divested, 
he will be liable to that looseness of 
style which may tickle the undiscerning 
ear, but can never produce any salutary 
effect : for ‘* the less a man understands 
the matters of which he treats, the more 
liable will he be to express nothing 
when he wishes to say much.”* And 
on the contrary, “ the extent of our 
knowledge and the perspicuity of our 
discourses are inseparably connected. 
When we understand the subjects of 
which we wish to speak, we are able to 
speak with perspicuity, and not be- 
Sore.”+ Noris learning necessary with 
respect only to the matter of the dis- 
course; it may be of infinite import- 
ance in regard to the manner of compo- 
sition and delivery. Can it be thought 


‘that an acquaintance with the works of 


the ancient rhetoricians, those unrival- 
led masters of eloquence, will be of no 
avail to him who wishes to become 
perfect in its neblest branch? Can it 
be supposed that no benefit may be de- 
rived from the perusal of those finished 
models of eloquence, which have been 
preserved from the ravages of time? 
Is ® probable, that no benefit is to be 
derived trom those who have made this 


_—— 





* Crousez Systeme de Reflexions, vol. iii. 
p. 108. Kit. 1725. t dd. ib. p. 55, 
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noble art their whole study and em- 
ployment? It may be, and it has been 
objected, that the objects of the clergy- 
man’s discourse are too exalted to need 
the aid of eloquence. Were eloquence 
that which these objectors erroneously 
conceive it to be, “ an ostentatious and 
deceitful art; the study of words and 
plausibility, only calculated to please, 
and to tickle the ear,” there might be 
some weight in their remarks. ' But if, 
as in reality is the case, its object be “ to 
place truth in the most advantageous 
light for conviction and persuasion,” 
who can doubt the expedieacy of em- 
ploying it in enforcing the truths of re- 
ligion ?—But it is alleged by some, that 
on these subjects the inventions of man 
are misplaced and unnecessary, the as- 
sistance of the HoLy spirit being solely 
to be relied on. It may be asked, 
where do we find this inspiration pro- 
mised to teachers of the present day? 
If it is not promised, we have no rea- 
sonable ground for expecting it, and 
should therefore use our own endea- 
vours for the effecting these great ends. 
That in the use of these means we shali 
be specially assisted by the HOLY SPIRIT 
we may confidently hope; but should 
these be neglected, we have no reason 
to expect a preternatural assistance. 
Learning, therefore, is necessary to 
him who aspires at attaining the true 
eloquence of the pulpit, as the only 
means of acquiring a perfect mastery 
of the subject, and of attaining the best 
method of enforcing the truths he deli- 
vers. (To be continued.) 


—_— or 
For the Christian Journal. 


Messrs. Sworps, 
Tue following sketches are from the 


tetter of a gentleman now travelling at 
the north, dated Sept. 11, 1823. 


In many of the scenes through which 
I passed in my northern tour, I often 
thought of you, and wished for your 
presence. Especially was this the case 
in my sail through Lake George, in my 
different visits to Lake Champlain, and 
whilst I was admiring those more bold, 
er picturesque, or simply beautiful 
spots, which in many places presented 
themselves to my eye. Percival’s 
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sketch of * Lock Maree,” and the lines 
“ to Seneca Lake,” as well as several 
other descriptive pieces,—especially 
some of the lines in Prometheus—were 
present to my mind, as illustrative of 
some of those landscapes, on which I 
dwelt with so much rapture. Had I 
suflicient time to devote to the employ- 
ment, I should like much to collect such 
poems and passages of history, as would 
illustrate with interest the scenery about 
our northern lakes.’ If ever the spirit 
of poetry is to be cultivated as exten- 
sively as it ought to be in our country, 
it is altogether probable that Lake 
George will become like the Cumber- 
land lakes, and the north of New-York 
be like the north of England. But if 
éver we are so happy as to have our 
Lake school of poetry, 1 trust it will be 
a more popular one than that on the 


other side of the Atlantic of the same. 


name. Not that Coleridge, and Words- 
worth, and Southey are not poets of 
much genius—for they certainly are 
men of genius—-But I mean to say, that 
J hope the poetry of the Americans will 
be more simple, and’ comprehensible, 
and popular, than that of either‘of these 
three well known, but, I fear, not much 
read poets, SP bene? pyar 
Have you ever been at Burlington? 
It is one of the most charming spots I 
ever was on. The broad sheet of Cham- 
plain stretches before the town, like a 
beautiful mirror, reflecting on its bosom 
houses, trees, and vessels, islands, pro- 
montories, and mountains, in varied 
but rich magnificence. The water of 
the lake can be seen from the town for 
a distance north and south of fifty miles 
at least ; and immediately opposite arise 
some of the boldest bluffs the eye ever 
rested on. The breadth of Champlain 
is variously estimated: some say it is 
here but eleven miles wide, and others 
state it to be sixteen. » The mountains 
about Lake George and Lake Cham- 
plain are a fine contrast to the glassy 
plains at their bases. The shores are 
sometimes softer, and present to the eye 
a picturesque landscape, with fields cul- 
tivated, hill sides covered with cattle, 
and farm houses quiet and peaceful as 
the lakes before them. There is some- 
thing in the numerous little islands in 
Lake George, that renders them pecu~ 
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jiarly interesting. Whether it be their 
aumber, their locatiun, their reflection 
in the waves below, that causes it, I 
cannot tell. To me they seem like the 
islands of fairies. One that goes by the 
name of Fourteen Mile Island, I at once 
denominated the island of Culypso, 
thinking it a much more appropriate, 
and certainly a much more elegant 
name than the other. The first title re- 
minds me of a guide-board on a turn- 
pike: it seems designed for no other 
purpose than to tell a man he has got- 
ten fourteen miles from Caldwell; a 
piece of information that might just as 
well be associated with another title, as 
to make it the sole cause of a peculiar 
nomination itself. If there were on 
Lake George any villages like Burling- 
ton, it would be enlivened greatly in 
the character of its scenery. Of Lake 
George I at times could say— 
“ The glassy wave, the sandy shore, 
‘The rock with lichen cover’d o’er, 
The cliff that frowns, the wave that smiles, 
The gloomy firs, the willowy isles, 
In such repose are sunk, they seem 
The fancy of a port’s dresam— 
. So fair, so peaceful, one might say 
It was a paradise that lay 
So far and deep below— 
Some sweet Utopi:n scene of pleasure, 
Where angels cdanee in lightest measure, 
And seraph warblings fow— 
Or fairy land, where sy!phs might lave 
Their forms of beauty in the wave, 
And sport upon the balmy wind, 
‘To love and happiness resign’d. 
Go, range the world from pole to pole, 
Go, where Arcadia’s streamleis roll, 
And Tempé’s waters play— 
. Go, seale Parnassus’s flowery steep, 
Go, wheve Castalia’s muses weep 
The mourntul hours away— 
Go, view each seene of loveliness, 
And tell, if thou eanst ever grace 
A secne so fair and gay.” . 
Lock Maree. 


One of the finest prospects I had, 
was about four miles west of Williams- 
town. It was on the summit of a moun- 
tain of considerable elevation. The 
view west was unbounded. The giants 
of the Kaatskill, and other lofty moun- 
tains were ranged along the distant ho- 
rizon, aud rested their summits against 
the more distant sky. Sometimes a 
wreath of mist would wind around the 
highest peints, and then mingle again 
with the surrounding atmosphere. Oc- 
casionally a heavy cloud would sail up 
their sides, and at length disappear, 
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leaving no trace behind. Valleys were 
quietly sleeping below me, both to the 
east and the west. I spent some time 
on this mountain, gazing and admiring. 
As I was alone, it was indeed a feast to 
my taste for the sublime and the beau- 
tiful. [thought that, had you been with 
me, the effort would have been great to 
have tora you from the spot. What 
renders this prospect the more interest- 
ing is, that it bursts upon you instanta- 
neously. After ascending a steep and 
rugged road for four miles, the top of 
the mountain is gained, and the pros- 
pect strikes the eye with the suddenness 
of magic, and like a vision of enchant- 
ment. 

A note that T find written in my 
sketch book with a lead pencil, while I 
was on this mountain, may give you’ 
some idea of the prospect I enjoyed.— 
“ At half past eleven—Here I am sit- 
ting upon the summit of the mountain 
that overlooks the valley of Peters- 
burgh. Behind me is the Saddle Moun- 
tain, with the vale of Williamstown, and 
some of the richest farms I have ever 
seen. I have just been gazing on them. 
Before me is the most magnificent of 
mountain scenery I have ever beheld. 
The lofty eminence, on which I am 
seated, is but a molehill compared with 
the mountains before me. Beyond the 
valley of Petersburgh, are the moun- 
tains of the same name. Beyond them, 
I can distinguish the line along which 
the Hudson runs, although, from the 
intervening hills, I cannot discern the 
broad expanse of its waters. Still far- 
ther, inclining south, I behold the sum- 
mits of the Kaatskill. Inclining to the 
north, there are hills rising beyond hills, 
nameless and unknown. Ina word, 
the horizon before me, north, west, and 
south—broad, magnificent, and sub- 
lime—is filled with mountains, whose 
summits, tinged with blue, are resting 
against the distant sky, and whose ever- 
lasting foundations seem the fit emblem 
of eternity. It is indescribable. Iam 
lost in the contemplation. I almost 
forget myself: I think only of the stu- 
pendous works, thus scattered before 
me, of a wise and all-powerful Creator. 
If then, with Young, I ever 


“tremble at myself, 
And in myself am lost,” 
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noble art their whole study and em- 
ployment? It may be, and it has been 
objected, that the objects of the clergy- 
man’s discourse are too exalted to need 
the aid of eloquence. Were eloquence 
that which these objectors erroneously 
conceive it to be, “ an ostentatious and 
deceitful art; the study of words and 
plausibility, only calculated to please, 
and to tickle the ear,” there might be 
some weight in their remarks. ' But if, 
as in reality is the case, its object be “ to 
place truth in the most advantageous 
light for conviction and persuasion,” 
who can doubt the expedieacy of em- 
ploying it in enforcing the truths of re- 
ligion ?—But it is alleged by some, that 
on these subjects the inventions of man 
are misplaced and unnecessary, the as- 
sistance of the HoLy spirit being solely 
to be relied on. It may be asked, 
where do we find this inspiration pro- 
mised to teachers of the present day? 
If it is not promised, we have no rea- 
sonable ground for expecting it, and 
should therefore use our own endea- 
vours for the effecting these great ends. 
That in the use of these means we shall 
be specially assisted by the HOLY sPIRIT 
we may confidently hope; but should 
these be neglected, we have no reason 
to expect a preternatural assistance. 
Learning, therefore, is necessary to 
him who aspires at attaining the true 
eloquence of the pulpit, as the only 
means of acquiring a perfect mastery 
of the subject, and of attaining the best 
method of enforcing the truths he deli- 
vers. ( To be continued.) 


———s 
For the Christian Journal. 


Messrs. Sworps, 


Tue following sketches are from the 
letter of a gentleman now travelling at 
the north, dated Sept. 11, 1823. 


In many of the scenes through which 
I passed in my northern tour, I often 
thought of you, and wished for your 
presence. Especially was this the case 
in my sail through Lake George, in my 
different visits to Lake Champlain, and 
whilst I was admiring those more bold, 
er picturesque, or simply beautiful 
spots, which in many places presented 
themselves to my eye. Percival’s 
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sketch of * Lock Maree,” and the lines 
“ to Seneca Lake,” as well as several 
other descriptive pieces,—especially 
some of the lines in Prometheus—were 
present to my mind, as illustrative of 
some of those landscapes, on which I 
dwelt with so much rapture. Had 1 
sufficient time to devote to the employ- 
ment, I should like much to collect such 
poems and passages of history, as would 
illustrate with interest the scenery about 
our northern lakes.’ If ever the spirit 
of poetry is to be cultivated as exten- 
sively as it ought to be in our country, 
it is altogether probable that Lake 
George will become like the Cumber- 
land lakes, and the north of New-York 
be like the north of England. But if 
éver we are so happy as to have our 
Lake school of poetry, 1 trust it will be 
a more popular one than that on the 


other side of the Atlantic of the same. 


name. Not that Coleridge, and Words- 
worth, and Southey are not poets of 
much genius—for they certainly are 
men of genius—But I mean to say, that 
I hope the poetry of the Americans will 
be more simple, and comprehensible, 
and popular, than that of either‘of these 
three well known, but, I fear, not much 
read poets, |. ~ arakte Sh bent eset 
Have you ever been at Burlington? 
It is one of the most charming spots I 
ever was on. The broad sheet of Cham- 
plain stretches before the town, like a 
beautiful mirror, reflecting on its bosom 
houses, trees, and vessels, islands, pro- 
montories, and mountains, in varied 
but rich magnificence. The water of 
the lake can be seen from the town for 
a distance north and south of fifty miles 
at least ; and immediately opposite arise 
some of the boldest bluffs the eye ever 
rested on. The breadth of Champlain 
is variously estimated: some say it is 
here but eleven miles wide, and others 
state it to be sixteen. * The mountains 
about Lake George and Lake Cham- 
plain are a fine contrast to the glassy 
plains at their bases. The shores are 
sometimes softer, and present to the eye 
a picturesque landscape, with fields cul- 
tivated, hill sides covered with cattle, 
and farm houses quiet and peaceful as 
the lakes before them. There is some- 
thing in the numerous little islands in 
Lake George, that renders them pecu~ 
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liarly interesting. Whether it be their 
sumber, their locatiun, their reflection 
in the waves below, that causes it, I 
cannot tell. To me they seem like the 
islands of fairies. One that goes by the 
name of Fourteen Mile Island, I at once 
denominated the island of Calypso, 
thinking it a much more appropriate, 
and certainly a much more elegant 
name than the other. The first title re- 
minds me of a guide-board on a turn- 
pike: it seems designed for no other 
purpose than to tell a man he has got- 
ten fourteen miles from Caldwell; a 
piece of information that might just as 
well be associated with another title, as 
to make it the sole cause of a peculiar 
nomination itself. If there were on 
Lake George any villages like Burling- 
ton, it would be’enlivened greatly in 
the character of its scenery. Of Lake 
George I at times could say— 
“ The glassy wave, the sandy shore, 
The rock with lichen cover’d o’er, 
The cliff that frowns, the wave that smiles, 
‘The gloomy firs, the willowy isles, 
In such repose are suuk, they seem 
The fancy cf a port’s dream— 
So fair, so peaceful, one might say 
It was a paradise that lay 
So far and deep beliow— 
Some sweet Utopi:n scene of pleasure, 
Where angels canee in lightest measure, 
And serapb warblings flow— 
Or fairy land, where sylphs might lave 
Their forms of beauty in the wave, 
And sport upon the balmy wind, 
‘To love and bappiness resign’d. 
Go, range the world from pole to pole, 
Ge, where Areadia’s streamlets roll, 
And Tempeé’s waters play— 
Go, seale Parnassus’s flowery steep, 
Go, where Castalia’s muses weep 
The mournful hours away— 
Go, view each secne of loveliness, 
And tell, if thou canst ever grace 
A secne so fair and gay.” 


‘Leck Maree. 


One of the finest prospects I had, 
was about four miles west of Williams- 
town. It was on the summit of a moun- 
tain of considerable elevation. The 
view west was unbounded. The giants 
of the Kaatskill, and other lofty moun- 
tains were ranged along the distant ho- 
rizon, aud rested their summits against 
the more distant sky. Sometimes a 
wreath of mist would wind around the 
highest peints, and then mingle again 
with the surrounding atmosphere. Oc- 
casionally a heavy cloud would sail up 
their sides, and at length disappear, 
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leaving no trace behind. Valleys were 
quietly sleeping below me, both to the 
east and the west. I spent some time 
on this mountain, gazing and admiring. 
As I was alone, it was indeed a feast to 
my taste for the sublime and the beau- 
tiful. I thought that, had you been with 
me, the effort would have been great to 
have tora you from the spot. What 
renders this prospect the more interest- 
ing is, that it bursts upon you instanta~- 
neously. After ascending a steep and 
rugged road for four miles, the top of 
the mountain is gained, and the pros- 
pect strikes the eye with the suddenness 
of magic, and like a vision of enchant- 
ment. 

A note that T find written in my 
sketch book with a lead pencil, while I 
was on this mountain, may give you 
some idea of the prospect I enjoyed.— 
“ At half past eleven—Here | am sit- 
ting upon the summit of the mountain 
that overlooks the valley of Peters- 
burgh. Behind me is the Saddle Moun- 
tain, with the vale of Williamstown, and 
some of the richest farms I have ever 
seen. Ihave just been gazing on them. 
Before me is the most magnificent of 
mountain scenery I have ever beheld. 
The lofty eminence, on which i am 
seated, is but a molehill compared with 
the mountains before me. Beyond the 
valley of Petersburgh, are the moun- 
tains of the same name. Beyond them, 
I can distinguish the line along which 
the Hudson runs, although, from the 
intervening hills, I cannot discern the 
broad expanse of its waters. Still far- 
ther, inclining south, I behold the sum- 
mits of the Kaatskill. Inclining to the 
north, there are hills rising beyond hills, 
nameless and unknown. Ina word, 
the horizon before me, north, west, and 
south—broad, magnificent, and sub- 
lime—is filled with mountains, whose 
summits, tinged with blue, are resting 
against the distant sky, and whose ever- 
lasting foundations seem the fit emblem 
of eternity. It is indescribable. I am 
lost in the contemplation. I almost 
forget myself: I think only of the stu- 
pendous works, thus scattered before 
me, of a wise and all-powerful Creator. 
If then, with Young, I ever 


“tremble at myself, 
And in myself am lost,” 



















































































= a ates 








, 
i 








aa arcana 


ee 





Al ey DAL ois ot a 


304 


how much more should I tremble and 
be lost in viewing such displays as are 
now before me !—O Lord, how mani- 


fold are thy works! in wisdom hast 


thou made them all.” LA. 





For the Christian Journal. 
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T arpresenpthata false constfuction 
is often put upon that passage in the 
epistle to the Romans, which, in our 
version, is thus rendered: * For what- 
soever is not of faith, issin.” It is well 
known the word (mez) which is 
generally rendered “faith,” is suscepti- 
ble of, and sometimes demands, a dif- 
ferent sense from that which we most 
usually attach to it. Besides referring 
to a sincere belief in the doctrines of the 
gospel, it is also used to express a firm 
persuasion in the propriety of any 
course of conduct adopted by an indi- 
vidual for the government of his life. If 
I mistake not, it will be found by an 
examination of the context, that such 
is its signification in the verse before us. 

After the apostle had discussed the 
main subject of his epistle, he concludes 
the whole by some affectionate and sa- 
lutary advice, such as the church of 
Rome at that time needed. Among 
other points relative to conduct and dis- 
cipline, he takes occasion Yo notice the 
differences of opinion prevalent among 
the Roman Christians on the subject of 
meats. It was an important question 
among the first converts to Christianity, 
whether there could actually be any 
such thing as a distinction of clean and 
unclean meats. ‘To convince the Ro- 
man Christians that all such distinctions 
were done away by the very spirit of 
the gospel, St. Paul goes into a discus- 
sion of some length; and draws a ge- 
neral conclusion, that any one may 
do as he pleases respecting the eating 
of particular meats, it being a thing of 
little moment, what a man eats or drinks, 
provided he seek first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness : “ For,” ar- 
gues the apostle, “the kingdom of God 
is not meat and drink; but righteous- 
ness and peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghost.” 


Remarl:a on Romans xiv. 25. 
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This preliminary being settled, he 
proceeds with his advice, showing that 
in order to conciliate, and not give of 
fence to, a brother, it is the duty of a 
Christian to yield many little enjoy- 
ments; in which it might be both plea- 
sant and harmless to indulge under any 
other circumstances. “ It it good nei- 
ther to eat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor 
any thing whereby thy brother stum- 
bleth, or is offended, or is made weak,” 
ver. 21; and itisright, “that no man 
put a stumbling-block, er an occasion 
to fall, in his brother’s way,” ver. 13. 

The concluding verses of the chap- 
ter, which immediately follow, will 
derive great illustration from the fore- 
going remarks. Let it be remembered 
that the word mcr; (faith,) is from a 
word (zsiw,) signifying to persuade ; 
and, in the passive voice, to be persuad- 
ed. Hence the very first signification 
of which this word is susceptible must 
be the grammatical one: and that will 
be, what a great German critic has de- 
nominated “ a firm persuasion of mind, 


a certainty us to the correctness of 


one’s opinion and judgment concerning 
any thing, especially concerning what 
is Jawful and unlawful.”’* 

Using the term in this sense, it will 
be easy to discover the force of the 
apostle’s argument: and the passage 
may be thus paraphrased : “ Hast thou 
faith? 2.¢. from what is before stated, 
art thou thoroughly persuaded that 
thou mayest eat meats of every kind? 
Then have this persuasion to thyself 
before God. Happy is he that condemn- 
eth not himself in that thing which he 
alloweth. He that doubteth whether he 
may eat certain meats, and yet does eat 
them, is condemned by his own con- 
science ; because he does not eat them 
with a thorough persuasion of the cor- 
rectness of his conduct. For whatso- 
ever a man does, without being tho- 
roughly persuaded of its propriety, that 
very thing virtually becomes asin.+ It 
is a sin committed against his own con« 





*Certa animi persuasio, certitudo opinionis 
et judicii de aliqua re, muxime de eo, quod 
licitum et illicitum est. Schleusner, who shows 
the use of riot in thirteen different senses, 

T Quiequid enim tu egeris, si persuasione cert2 
destituaris, peeas, Cont. Koppium ad h. 1. ¢* 
Schtensner sub voce wis¢ve. 
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science, because he did it contrary to 
the dictates of his conscience. He ac- 
tually condemns himself in the very 
thing which he does.” 

[ have been thus particular in ex- 
plaining this passage of scripture, be- 
cause of the errors into which many 
readers of the New Testament have fal- 
len in attempting to explain it without 
a close reference to the context, and the 
scope of the writer. These indeed are 
of the utmost importance :* a neglect 
of them often leads to the greatest er- 
rors. ‘The last Sunday in August, it 
was my misfortune to hear an exposi- 
tion of this passage, as contrary to that 
which I have given above, as could 
well beimagined. There was no Epis- 
copal congregation in the place where 
I chanced to pass the day; and I fol- 
lowed the multitude to hear the only 
settled minister in the vicinity. The 
preacher applied the word “ faith” in 
the passage under consideration to the 
evangelical faith of the Christian; and 
stated that every action, no matter of 
what sort, kind, or character, that did 
not result from the sincere faith of the 
gospel was absolutely sinful. Is this 
the doctrine of Christianity? Is any 
such assertion to be found inthe Bible? 
Farther, is it the legitimate construction 
of St. Paul’s language? If so, in what 
an awful state are the heathen? in what 
an awful state are all men, even those 
who enjoy the greatest light, and the 
greatest privileges! But the Bible has 
settled the question: and we have one 
broad principle to rest upon: “ God is 
no respecter of persons: But in every 
nation, he that feareth him, and worketh 
righteousness, is accepted with him.” 
Acts x. 35. L. J. 





Lhe Apparition. 
| From Jarvis’s Accredited Ghost Stories. } 


Sim John Sherbroke and ‘General 
Wynyard were, as young men, officers 
in the same regiment, which was em- 
ployed on foreign service in Nova-Sco- 
tia: they were connected by similarity 
of tastes and studies, and spent together 
in literary occupation much of that va- 
cant time which their brother officers 





* See Stuart’s Earnesti, p. 46 & 48. 
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squandered in those excesses of the ta- 
ble which, some forty years ago, were 
reckoned among the necessary accom- 
casa of the military character. 

hey were one afternoon sitting in 
Wynyard’s apartment: it was perfectly 
light; the hour was about four o’clock ; 
they had dined, but neither of them had 
drank wine, and they had retired from 
the mess, to continue together the occu- 
pations of the morning. I ought to 
have said that the apartment in which 
they were had two doors in it; the one 
opening into a passage, and the other 
leading intoW ynyard’s bed-room: there 
were no means of entering the sitting- 
room but from the passage, and no other 
egress from the bed-room but through 
the sitting-room; so that any person 
passing into the bed-room must have 
remained there, unless he returned by 
the way he entered. . This point is of 
consequenceto thestory. As these two 
young officers were pursuing their stu- 
dies, Sherbroke, whose eye happened 
accidentally to glance from the volume 
before him towards the door that open- 
ed into the passage, observed a tall 
youth, of about twenty years of age, 
whose appearance was that of extreme 
emaciation, standing beside it. Struck 
with the appearance of a perfect stran- 
ger, he immediately turned to his friend, 
who was sitting near him, and directed 
his attention to the guest who had thus 
strangely broken in upon their studies. 
As soon as Wynyard’s eyes were turned 
towards the mysterious visitor, his 
countenance became suddenly agitated : 
‘I haveheard,’ says Sir John Sherbroke, 
‘ of a man’s being as pale as death, but 
I never saw a living face assume the ap- 
pearance of a corpse, except Wynyard’s 
at that moment.’ 

As they looked silently at the form 
before them—for Wynyard, who seem- 
ed to apprehend the import of the ap- 
pearance, was deprived of the faculty of 
speech, and Sherbroke, perceiving the 
agitation of his friend, felt no inclination 
to address it—as they looked silently 
upon the figure, it proceeded slowly 
into the adjoining apartment, and in 
the act of passing them, cast its eyes 
with a somewhat melancholy expres- 
sion on young Wynyard. The opprese 
sion of this extraordinary presence wa 
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no sooner rémoved than Wynyard, seiz- 
ing his friend by the arm, and drawing 
a deep breath, as if recovering from the 
suffocation of intense astonishment and 
emotion, muttered in a low and almost 
inaudible tone of voice, ‘Great God! 
My brother !’—* Your brother!’ repeat- 
ed Sherbroke, ‘What can you mean, 
Wynyard? There must be some de- 
ception: follow me: and immediately 
taking his friend by the arm, he pre- 
ceded him into the bed-room, which, as 
1 before stated, was cohnected with the 
sitting-room, and into which the strange 
visitor had evidently entered; I have 
already said that from this chamber 
there was no possibility of withdrawing 
but bythe way of the apartment through 
which the figure had certainly passed, 
and as certainly never returned. Im- 
agine, then, the astonishment of the 
young officers when, on finding them- 
selves in the centre of the chamber, they 
perceived that the room was perfectly 
untenanted. Wynyard’s mind had re- 
ceived an impression, at the first moment 
of his observing him, that the figure 
whom he had seen was the spirit of his 
brother. Sherbroke still persevered in 
strenuously believing that some delusion 
had been practised. They took note of 
the day and hour in which the event had 
happened ; but they resolved not to then- 
tion the occurrence in the regiment, and 
they gradually persuaded each other 
that they had been imposed upon by 
some artifice of their fellow officers, 
though they could neither account for 
the reason, nor suspect the author, nor 
conceive the means of the execution: 
they were content to imagine any thing 
possible, rather than admit the possibi- 
lity of a supernatural appearance. But, 
though they had attempted these strata- 
gems of self-delusion, Wynyard could 
not help expressing his solicitude with 
respect to his brother, whose apparition 
he Had either seen, or imagined himself 
to have seen; and the anxiety which 
he exhibited for letters from England, 
and his frequent mention of his fears 
for his brother’s health, at length awa- 
kened the curiosity of his comrades, 
and eventually betrayed him into a de- 
claration of the circumstances, which 
he had in vain determined to conceal. 
The story of the silent and unbidden 
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Visitor was no sooner bruited abroad 
than the destiny of Wynyard’s brother 
became an object of universal and pain- 
ful interest to the officers of the regi- 
ment; there were few who did not in- 
quire for Wynyard’s letters before they 
made any demand for their own, and 
the packets that arrived from England 
were welcomed with a more than usual 
eagerness, for they brought not only 
remembrances from their friends at 
home, but promised to afford a clue to 
the mystery which had happened among 
themselves. By the first ships no intel- 
ligence relating to the story could have 
been received, for they had all departed 
from England previous to the appear- 
ance of the spirit. At length the long 
wished for vessel arrived; all the offi- 
cers had letters except Wynyard; still 
the secret was unexplained. They ex- 
amined several newspapers; they con- 
tained no mention of any death, ‘or of 
any other circumstance connected with 
his family that could account for this 
preternaturalevent. ‘There was a soli- 
tary letter for Sherbroke still unopen- 
ed: the officers had received their let- 
ters inthe mess-room, at the hour of 
supper: after Sherbroke had broken 
the seal of his last packet, and cast a 
glance on its contents, he beckoned his 
friend away from the company, and de- 
parted fromthe room. All were silent. 
The suspence of the interest was now 
at the climax; the impatience for the 
return of Sherbroke was inexpressible : 
they doubted not butthat letter had con- 
tained the long expected intelligence. 
At the interval of an hour Sherbroke 
joined them. No one dared be guilty of 
so great a rudeness as to inquire the na- 
ture of his correspondence ; but they 
waited in mute attention, expecting that 
he would himself touch upon the subject. 
His mind was manifestly full of 
thoughts that pained, bewildered, and 
oppressed him: he drew near the fire- 
place, and leaning his head on the man- 
tlepiece, after a pause of some moments, 
said ina low voice to the person who 
was nearest him, ‘ Wynyard’s brother 
isno more!’ The first line of Sher- 


broke’s letter was ‘ Dear John, break to 
your friend Wynyard the death of his 
favourite brother :’ he had died on the 
dav, and at the very hour on which the 
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friends had seen his spirit pass so mys- 
teriously through the apartment. 

It might have been imagined that 
these events would have been sufficient 
to have impressed the mind of Sher- 
broke with the conviction of their truth ; 
but, so strong was his prepossession 
against the existence, or even the pos- 
sibility of any preternatural intercourse 
with the souls of the dead, that he still 
entertained a doubt of the report of his 
senses , supported as their testimony was 
by the coincidence of vision and event. 
Sone years after, on his return to Eng- 
land, he was walking with two gentle- 
men in Piccadilly, when, on the oppo- 
site side of the way, he saw a person 
bearing the most striking resemblance 
tothe figure which had been disclosed to 
Wynyard and himself: his companions 
were acquainted with the story, and he 
instantly directed their attention to the 
gentleman opposite, as the individual 
who had contrived to enter and depart 
from Wynyard’s apartment without 
their being conscious of the means. 

Full of this impression, he immedi- 
ately went over, and at once addressed 
the gentleman; he now fully expected 
to elucidate the mystery. He apologiz- 
ed for the interruption, but excused it 
by relating the occurrence which had 
induced him to the commissian of this 
solecism in manners. The gentleman 
received him asa friend; he had never 
been out of the country, but was the 
twin brother of the youth whose spirit 
had been seen, 

The reader of the above story is left 
in the difficult dilemma of either ad- 
mitting the certainty of the facts, or 
doubting the veracity of those whose 
word it were impussible even for a mo- 
ment to suspect. Sir John Sherbroke 
and General Wynyard, two gentlemen 
of distinguished honour and veracity, ei- 
ther agreed to circulate an infamous 
falsehood, which falsehood was proved 
by the event to be prophetic, or they 
were together present at the spiritual 
appearance of General Wynyard’s bro- 
ther. 

Illustration of Genesis xxvii. 27, 28. 
Deuteroaomy viii. 7,8, 9. 

Tue road was mountainous, rocky, 

and full of loose stones, yet the cultiva- 
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tion was every where marvellous; it af- 
forded one of the most striking pictures 
of human industry which it is possible 
to behold. ‘The limestone rocks and 
stony valleys of Judea were entirely 
covered with plantations of figs, vines, 
and olive-trees; nota single spot seem- 
ed to have been neglected, The hills 
from their bases to their utmost sum- 
mits, were entirely covered with gar- 
dens; all of these were free from weeds, 
and in the highest state of agricultural 
perfection. [Even the sides of the most 
barren mountains had been rendered 
fertile, by being divided into terraces, 
like steps rising one above another, 
whereon soil had been accumulated with 
astonishing labour, 

Under a wise and beneficent govern- 
ment, the produce of the Holy Land 
would exceed all calculation. Its pe- 
rennial harvest; the salubrity of its air; 
its limpid springs ; its rivers, lakes, and 
matchless plains; its hills and vales; 
all these, added to the serenity of its 
climate, prove this land to be indeed 
‘a field which the Lord hath blessed ; 
God hath given it of the dew of heaven, 
and the fatness of the earth, and plenty 
of corn and wine.’—Dr. Clarke. 


Abstract of the Proceedings of the Bi- 
shops, Clergy, and Laity of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the 
United States of America, in a Ge- 
neral Convention, held in St. Peter's 
Church, Philadelphia, from the 20th 
tu the 26th of May, inclusive, 1823. 


In the house of bishops there were 
present seven of its members. The 
Right Rev. Bishop White presided, and 
the Rev. William H. De Lancey was 
appointed secretary. 

In the house of clerical and lay de- 
puties, there were present forty clerical, 
and twenty lay deputies, representing 
thirteen dioceses. The Rev. William H. 
Wilmer, D. D. presided; the Rev. John 
C. Rudd was secretary, and the Rev. 
James Montgomery assistant secretary. 

The convention was opened with 
morning prayer by the Rev. Jolin 5. 
Ravenscroft; a sermon by the Right 
Rev. John Croes, D. D. and the holy 
communion administered by the pre- 
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siding bishop, assisted by other bi- 
shops present. 

The diocese of Georgia having exhi- 
bited satisfactory evidence of acceding 
to the constitution of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States 
of America, was received into union 
with the convention. 

The testimonials required to be given 
by the house of clerical and lay dele- 
gates to bishops elect, in order to their 
consecration, were given to the Rev. 
John S. Ravenscroft, bishop elect of 
North-Carolina; and his consecration 
by the presiding bishop, aiaed by the 
other bishops, took place during the ses- 
sion of the convention. 

The constitution of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church in the United States 
was so altered as to give to each con- 
vention the appointment of the time in 
the third year thereafter, at which the 
rest shall meet; and to empower the 
presiding bishop to change the place of 
meeting in the event of pestilential dis- 
ease, or other sufficient cause, rendering 
a change necessary. 

The following resolutions were past. 

1. That a joint committee be ap- 
pointed to consider, and report to the 
next General Convention, whether any, 
and if any, what, alterations it is proper 
to make in, or additions to, the Book of 
Psalms and Hymns in metre, now al- 
lowed to be used in this church; 2. That 
the said committee consist of three bi- 
shops, to be appointed by the house of 
bishops, and seven clergymen, and se- 
ven laymen, to be appointed by the 
house of clerical and lay deputies; 3. 
‘That seven members of this committee 
be a quorum for transacting business, 
provided there are included at least one 
bishop, two clergymen, and two lay- 
men; and that the concurrence of the 
three orders shall be necessary to con- 
stitute a decision of the committee. 

The above committee consists of the 
Right Rev. Bishops White, Hobart, and 
Croes, and the following clergymen and 
laymen :—The Rev. William Meade, 
the Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, D. D., the 
Rev. William A. Muhlenberg, the Rev. 
Jackson Kemper, the Rev. Bird Wil- 
son, D. D., the Rev. Samuel Turner, 
D.D., the Rev. Richard ‘S$. Mason, 

Kensey Jolins, Robert H. Goldsbo- 
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rough, John Read, Edward J. Stiles, 
Tench Tilghman, Francis S. Key, Pe- 
ter Kean. 

The following is the report on the 
state of the church, made by the house 
of clerical and lay deputies, to the house 
of bishops, agreeably to the 45th canon 
of 1808. 

Vermont.—There has been a gra- 
dual and steady advancement of the 
church in this state, since the last meet- 
ing of the triennial convention. By a 
late decision of the supreme court of the 
United States, a large amount of landed 
property is expected to come into the 
possession of the church, which will af- 
ford a permanent revenue for the sup- 
port of the clergy, for which the grati- 
tude of episcopalians is due to that ve- 
nerable society, which was the first in 
those exertions for the promotion of 
Christianity, that so peculiarly distin- 


guish the present period, which has ' 


done, and is still doing so much for ex- 
tending the in{tuence of pure and unde- 
filed religion, on this and on the other 
continent—the Society in England for 


Propagating the Gospel in Foreign ' 


Parts. Since the last report of the ge- 
neral state of the church, a church has 
been consecrated at Manchester; -the 
church at Windsor has been finished 
and consecrated, a work that does great 
credit to the zeal and liberality of the 
episcopalians of that town, especially to 
the munificence of one individual; the 
contribution of the Hon. Jonathan H. 
Hubbard, in the land on which it is 
built, and in money to build it, amount- 
ing to more than two thousand dollars: 
a church is now ready for consecration 
in the town of Berkshire, and another 
has been commenced this season in the 
town of Bethel. The number of com- 
municants has very cousiderably in- 
creased during the three years last past ; 
but our clergy have suffered a diminn- 
tion by the removal of the Rev. Mr. 
Beach, and by the untimely and lament- 
ed death of the Rev. Mr. Gray, who 
was successfully officiating in Berkshire 
and the adjacent towns. A missionary 
society was organized in this state in 
1821, which, small as are its means, 
has already been attended with some 
good effects. ‘They are employing a 


missionary, the Rev. Mr. Brainard, late- 
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ly ordained a deacon, in the northern 
parts ef the state, who gives a favour- 
able account of his mission. Still there 
is much more to be done, which we 
hope, through that grace, without which 
nothing is strong, nothing is holy, to see 
in due time accomplished. 
Massachusetts.—The church in this 
diocese may justly be represented as 
flourishing, if we take into view the dif- 
ficulties and trials which it has had to 
encounter. Notwithstanding the poli- 
tical and religious prejudices which 
operated here with particular hostility, 
there were seventeen churches founded 
in Massachusetts proper, between the 
vears 1679 and 1774. During the re- 
volution two clergymen only continued 
the exercise of their public ministra- 
tions; yet of the seventeen thus found- 
ed, fifteen have been preserved to this 
day, through evil report and good re- 
port; and though most of them are 
small, they are still united and striving 
together for the faith of the gospel. 
The churches here enumerated, are 
Trinity church and Christ church, Bos- 
ton; St. Peter’s, Salem; St. Michael’s, 
Marblehead; St. Paul’s, Newburyport; 
Christ church, Cambridge; St. Paul’s, 
Dedham; St. Andrew’s, Hanover; Tri- 
nity, Marshfield; Trinity, Bridgewater ; 
—, Taunton; Christ church, Quincy ; 
—, Hopkinton; St. James’s, Great-Bar- 
rington ; and St. Luke’s, Lanesborough. 
Trinity church and Christ church, 
Boston, are full and fiourishing. ‘The 
churches at Newburyport, Great-Bar- 
rington, and Lanesborough, are also 
thriving. The church at Salem has 
lately become vacant, and is conse- 
quently suffering; but when again sup- 
plied, will doubtless regain, and proba- 
bly increase, its former strength. ‘The 
churches at Hanover and Marshfield 
have been for some years united under 
the rectorship of the Rey. Mr. Wolcott, 
and are increasing. ‘Those of Bridge- 
water and Hopkinton are stationary tor 
the want of missionaries, having been 
vacant most of the time since the revo- 
jution, and kept alive only by the oc- 
casional services of visiting ministers. 
The Rey. Isaac Boyle has been settled, 
within the last year, at Dedham, where 
the prospects of the increase of the 
church are encouraging. Such also is 
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the case with the church at Quincy, 
where the Rev. Mr Cutler is officiating. 
—During the present year an attempt 
has been made to alter the charter of 
the episcopal parish at Marblehead, so 
as to convert it into an independent or 
congregational society. The attempt 
was occasioned by the declining state 
of this once prosperous church, which 
has never recovered from the blow it re- 
ceived atthe revolution. Through the 
merciful providence of God, this design 
was defeated, and what was meant as 
an occasion of its falling, has been the 
means of increasing its strength. A 
missionary is now established there, and 
the scattered remnant of the flock are 
returning to the fold. At Taunton pub- 
lic service has been suspended in con- 
sequence of the accidental demolition of 
the small and inconveniently situated 
church which was erected there in 1767. 
The members of that congregation have 
of late, however, expressed a wish to 
build in a more favourable position. In 
case this measure is accomplished, they 
will be supplied with a missionary. 
The church at Cambridge, founded in 
the year 1761, but deserted and almost 
destroyed during the revolution, has lan- 
guished ever since, having been chiefly 
supplied by lay readers, who were resi- 
dent graduates of Harvard University, 
It is now in so ruinous a state that it 
was thought necessary to suspend pub- 
lic worship in it in December last, 
since which time it has not been open- 
ed. ‘The episcopal students at the 
university have amounted, for a series 
of years, to one seventh of the whole 
number ; and this year there are 45, 
most of whom are from the middle and 
southern states. 
allowed to come to Boston to attend 


divine service; and the episcopalians, . 


their own church being closed, are 
required to attend constantly at the 
college chapel. It is due, however, to 
the president of the college to state, that 
he has expressed a desire to have the 
church repaired, and provided with a 
suitable minister, as a mean of provid- 
ing for the accommodation of those stu- 
dents who profess to be episcopalians. 
If the influence of impressions made on 
the minds of these young men during 
the interesting period of collegiate life 
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is properly considered, the state of this 
church will produce a feeling of anxious 
solicitude in the bosom of every parent 
in our communion, whe wishes to have 
his children enjoy the advantages which 
that distinguished and richly endowed 
university offers. The church at Cam- 
bridge is therefore to be considered as a 
chapel for episcopal students, and as 
such, a subject of general interest. 

Such is the state of the churches form- 
ed previously to the revolution. Since 
that event, eight new congregations 
have been organized, and seven of these 
within the last ten years. These are 
St. Paul’s and St. Matthew’s churches, 
in Boston ; St. James’s church, Green- 
field; Trinity church, Montague; St. 
John’s, Ashfield; St. Mary’s, Newton; 
St. Paul’s, Lenox; and church, 
Springfield. 

It is remarkable that the churches 
formed since the revolution are, gene- 
rally speaking, more vigorous than 
those which existed previously to that 
event. The fact is doubtless to be ac- 
counted for from the absence of those 
political prejudices which were then ex- 
cited, from the supposed inseparable 
connexion of episcopacy with monar- 
chy. Shortly after the session of the last 
General Convention, St. Paul’s church, 
Boston, which had been built in the 
preceding year, was consecrated to the 
service of Almighty God; it is now 
nearly, if not quite, equal in numbers 
to Trinity church. 

What renders this increase a subject 
of greater thankfulness, is the fact, that 
it has taken place without weakening 
in any respect the previously existing 
churches. On the contrary, both Tri- 
nity and Christ church are as full, if 
not fuller, than they were before the 
erection of St. Paul’s. St. Matthew’s 
was unhappily built at South-Boston, a 
new part of the city, connected with it 
by a toll-bridge, and in which there are 
few inhabitants, most of whom are la- 
bourers, and a great many of them Irish 
Roman Catholicks. It is underthe care 
of a lay reader, and is slowly increas- 
ing, but is not likely to have a full and 
permanent congregation for many years. 

St. James’s, Greenfield, on Connec- 
ticut river, is of very few years stand- 
ing, but having been blest by the con- 
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stant services of a zealous and faithful 
pastor, it has become one of the most 
flourishing parishes in the state. By 
his ministrations, the two congregations 
at Ashfield and Montague have been 
recently organized. The former is es- 
pecially flourishing, and is the most pro- 
mising field for missionary labours in 
the whole state. 

The chorch at Springfield, on Con- 
necticut river, was organized, and for 
a short time enjoyed the ministrations 
of the Rev. Mr. Rutledge, of South-Ca- 
rolina. Since he left it there has been, 
it is believed, no service there, except- 
ing when they have been visited by the 
bishop, or Mr. Strong, the rector of the 
church at Greenfield, who is the only 
one near them. ‘The want of clergy- 
men to act as missionaries, is sensibly 
felt by this little flock. 

It is not so with the churclt at New- 
ton. This zealous congregation have, 
with the aid of occasional missionary la- 
bours,for the few years since their church 
was built, and by the constant use of 
the liturgy, built themselves up so, that, 
during the past year, they have elected 
their first rector, and now support him 
without depending on any other than 
their own exertions. 

The church at Lenox, which, though 
mentioned last, was the first formed af- 
ter the revolution, is in a very flourish- 
ing state, and is quite equal, if not su- 
perior in numbers to the old parish of 
Lanesborough, with which it is con- 
nected, under the pastoral care of the 
Rey. Aaron Humphries. 

These twenty three churches are all 
which are at present organized. It is 
impossible to state the aggregate 
amount of their parochial reports, as 
these have not been given with suffi- 
cient accuracy to warrant any thing 
more than a conjectural estimate. 

A missionary society for foreign and 
domestic purposes, was incorporated 
in the year 1815, with a provision en- 
abling them to distribute Bibles, Prayer 
Books, tracts, and volumes of a reli- 
gious and moral character. This so- 


ciety, which had remained inactive, 
and without funds, was revived in 1822, 
and has commenced its operations with 
a prospect of considerable success. The 
want of missionaries, however, has been 
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the chief obstacle with which it has had 
tocontend. Employment might be gi- 
ven at once to five or six, and the so- 
ciety have but two.—The increase of 
manufactures in Massachusetts has, 
within the last few years, been uncom- 
monly great, and this has attracted to 
that purt of our country a large number 
of English families, most of whom were 
educated in the principles of our com- 
mon faith, and are attached from habit 
at least, if not from higher motives, to 
the externals of our worship. These 

are scattered over the whole state, and 

if exertions are not speedily made to 

supply their wants, they must inevita- 

bly be lost from our communion. In 

addition to this, it may be remarked, 

that there isevery where visible a grow- 
ing respect for our liturgy, and for the 
episcopal office and ministry. It may, 
therefore, be said, without exaggeration, 
that no part of our country presents to 
the faithful and diligent minister, who 
would gladly spend and be spent in his 
Master’s service, a greater field of use- 
fulness. 

The number of clergy in Massachu- 
setts is 20, of whom three are only in 
deacon’s orders. One is connected with 
Harvard University, two have private 
schools, two are at present chaplains in 
the navy, and three are without cures. 

Since the last convention, the bishop 
has admitted, on the recommendation 

of the standing committee of this state, 
Messrs. Alfred Baury, Silas Blaisdell, 
Stephen H. Tyng, Benjamin Clark Cut- 
ler, and Lot Jones, to the order of dea- 
cons; and the Rev. Isaac Boyle, and 
ithe Rev. Alfred Baury, to that of priests. 
Mr. T'yng removed soon after his ordi- 
nation to the diocese of Maryland. The 
institutions, since the last convention, 
have been the Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis, 
D. D. to the rectorship of St. Paul’s 
church, Boston; and the Rev. Isaae 
Boyle, to the rectorship of St. Paul’s 
church, Dedham. The Rev. John L. 
Blake has lately removed from Concord, 
in New-ilampshire, to Boston, where 
he has opened a boarding school for the 
education of young ladies. 

There are at present, reconimended 
by the same standing committee, six can- 
didates for orders :— William T. Potter, 
Joseph Muencher, Thomas S. W. Mott, 


Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society. Sit 


Benjamin C. C. Parker, James Everett, 
and Theodore Edson. One of these is 
a student of the General Theologieal 
Seminary, two at Andover, and three, 
from the want of means of support at 
New-York, are obliged to pursue their 
Studies in private. 

Rhode-Island.—No material change 
has taken place in the church of Rhode- 
Island during the last three years. The 
several congregations are in a state of 
continued prosperity. The Rev. George 
Taft has recently been settled in North- 
Providence, under very auspicious cir- 
cumstances. The Rev. Mr. Alden is 
employed as a missionary in the state, 
and measures were adopted, at the last 
meeting of the convention, to increase 
the contributions for missionary purpo- 
ses, which promise to be successful. 
Sunday schools are established in all the 
congregations ; and a proper regard is 
paid to the canons and rules of the 
charch. There are two candidates for 
the ministry, and three preparing to 
become candidates.—Number of bap- 
tisms i51-—cogmunicants 619. 

( To be continued.) 





Domestic and Foreign Missiqnary Society. 


Tuk executive committee of the board 
of trustees of the Domestic and Forei 
Missionary Society of the Protestant Epis- 
copal Church in the United States of Ame- 
rica, anxious to fulfil the high trust com- 
mitted to them, solicit, with the utmost 
earnestness, such information as any mem- 
bers of our communion may possess rela- 
tive to the successful establishment of 
domestic or foreign missions. It is the 
wish of the committee to direct, their im- 
mediate attention to those states and ter- 
ritories of our country in which the church 
has not yet been organized, and where they 
have every reason to believe there are 


many episcopalians to be found. Where- . 


ever there is a prospect of establishing a 
congregation, they promise, upon informa- 
tion being sent, their most strenuous exer- 
tions to obtain a clergyman. 
Communications upon the subject of 
foreign missions wilt likewise meet with 
the earliest attention, and be most grate- 
fully received. The committee have power 
to establish them; and they believe that 
judicious and decisive measures would be 
hailed with exultation by many friends of 
the church. The irresistible arguments 
of Scripture upon this subject must be 
well known to those who are now address. 
ed. In compliance with its sacred injunc- 
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tions, the committee, after due delibera- 
tion, will be happy to commence a mission 
either on the coast of Africa, or more es- 
pecially among the aborigines of our own 
country. 

fhe harvest truly is great, but the la- 
bourerts are few. Are there not some 
among those who are preparing fer the 
ministry of the Gospel ready to devote 
themselves, under the direction of the so- 
ciety, to foreign or domestic missions? 
The committee solicit a correspondence 
with all those, whether candidates or cler- 
gymen, whiose attention has been directed 
to these important subjects, and beg leave 
to assure them, that every information re- 
lative to the views of the society—the na- 
ture of its contemplated missions—will 
be most cheerfully imparted. 

The committee cannot pass by this op- 
portunity without soliciting the friends of 
the church to renew their exertions in be- 
half of an institution which promises, if 
ably supported by the contributions and 
prayers of the pious, to be a powerful in- 
strument in spreading to a great extent 
the glad tidings of salvation. 

By order, 
GEORGE BOYD, 
Corresponding Secretary. 


Departure of Bishep Hobart. 


The Publishers of the Christian Journal 
would do injustice to their own feelings, 
were they to omit the expression of their 
sincere regfet, that it has been found ne- 
cessary for their beloved pastor and dio- 
cesan to seek in foregn countries the re- 
storation of his health. In common with 
his other friends, and indeed the whole 
chutch over which he has so long and so 
faithfully presided, they shall mourn his 
absence : not however without hope and 
fervent prayer, that the God of all mercies 
will watch over him, extend to him the 
favour which he seeks, and in due time re- 
store hira to his family, and to the bosom 
of those friends and of that church, who 
will hail his return with grateful and 
pious joy —The Bishop left the city at ten 
o’clock in the morning of Wednesday the 
24th of September, and the ship cleared 
Sandy-Hook about three in the afternoon. 
—Whiile this excellent prelate is so justly 
dear te those who are ecclesiastically con- 
rected with him, it has been truly grate- 
ful to perceive the evidence of the general 
interest taken in his welfare, afforded by 
the following notices of his intended de- 
parture. 


“The Right Rev. Bishop Hobart.—We 
regret to state, that this distinguished 
prelate, and much-beloved individual, is 
compelled, by the declining state of his 
health, to leave his native country, and the 
sacne of his useful and zealous tabours, to 
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try the effect of a sea voyage and of a visit 
to Europe. We trust that he will be re- 
ceived in England, and elsewhere, with 
that marked respect and high considera- 
tion, to which he is so justly entitled by 
his elevated station in the American 
church, and by his éxalted talents and pri- 
vate worth. We understand his passage 
is already taken in the line ship Meteor, 
Captain Cobb, which is to sail on the 24th. 
His departure wiil be followed by the deep 
and lasting regrets of all who have the 
happiness of knowing him personally.”— 
Evening Post, Sept. 20. 

“We lament to learn that ill health is 
about to deprive this diocese for some 
time of the presence and services of the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart. This distin- 
guished and deservedly beloved divine has 
been advised by his physicians to try the 
benefit of a sea voyage ; and he is accord- 
ingly expected to embark in the packet 
ship Meteor, which sails on Wednesday 
next for Liverpool. The affections of very 
many personal friends, and the ardent 
prayers of the church which he adorns, will 
accompany him on this voyage; and as far 
as such may avail, will render it hess pain- 
ful, and (may we not trust?) more propi- 
tious.”—New-York American, Sept. 22. 


** Bishop Hobart.—We learn with regret 
that the state of Bishop Hoburt’s health is 
such as to render it necessary for him to 
take a sea voyage. He leaves this city in 
the packet for Liverpool on the 24th. The 
absence of this distinguished prelate will 
be severely fel€ by the church to which he 
belongs. Her mitre has never been worn 
by one who has espoused her interests 
with more zeal, or laboured to promote 
them with more indefatigable industry. 
The purity of his private character, and 
the gentlemanly: affability of his manners, 
unite with his official station in securing to 
him many friends ; although the ardour of 
his controversial writings, and his decid- 
edly Episcopal partialities, have occasion- 
ally raised him not a few enemies. We 
sincerely hope that his visit to Europe may 
be productive of its desired effect, in re- 
establishing his health, and soon restor- 
ing him to the active duties of his dio- 
cese.”— Commercial Advertiser, Sept. 22. 


_“ Bishop Hobart—We regret to learn, 
that this distinguished gentleman has for 
some months been in bad health, and that 
a remission of his ardous labours, and a 
temporary absence from his diocese, are 
deemed necessary for his recovery. He 
will embark to-morrow for Liverpool, with 
an intention of travelling through England, 
France, and Italy. His reputation for ta- 
lent, learning, and piety, which has pre- 
ceded him, will doubtless commend him 
to the respect and hospitality of the coun- 
tries whither he is going. His absence 


Wil be severely felt and regretted, and he 
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will leave his native shores with the warm 
wishes of the church, and the wide circle 
of his friends, for his speedy restoration 
to health, and for his safe return.— States- 
man, Sept. 23. 


The following account of the circum- 
stances which attended the Bishop’s em- 
barkation appeared in the Evening Post 
of the 26th. 


“ Rarely has the departure of an indivi- 
dual from our shores, for the old world, 
been attended with circumstances of a 
more interesting nature than those cor- 
nected with the embarkation on board the 
packet ship Meteor, on Wednesday, of the 
Right Rev. Bishop Hobart. His acknow- 
ledged talents, exalted character, benevo- 
lence of heart, and amiable manners, have 
justly gained for him the respect, affec- 
tion, and confidence of the commnnity at 
large: while these emotions were peculi- 
arly apparent in the members of the par- 
ticular retugious community in which, for 
many years, he has been so extensively and 
usefully engaged in the pious labours of 
the ministry; over which he has presided 
so honourably to himself, and so much to 
its advantage ; and whose interests he has 
on all occasions, and under all circum- 
stances, so faithfully and zealously guard- 
ed.— As was, therefore, to be expected, a 
general solicitude upon the subject has 
been manifested, ever since it wus known 
that his declining health had rendered ne- 
cessary a determination to visit Europe.—- 
At the appointed hour, the wharf from 
which the steamboat was to take the pas- 
sengers on board the packet, was thronged 
with a large number of our most respect- 
able citizens, who had come to take leave 
of this distinguished prelate. The clergy 

nerally, who were among the number, 
including all the Episcopal clergy of the 
city who were not prevented from attend- 
ing, and several laymen, accompanied him 
in the boat to the ship; where, having par- 
taken of refreshments provided by the 

olite attention of Captain Gardiner, they 
Bid their friend and father a heartfelt fare- 
well, commending him to the protection 
of the Eternal God who alone spreadeth out 
the heavens, and ruleth the raging of the sea. 
Many blessings and prayers follow him. 
May they be favourably answered in his 
perfect restoration to health, his happy 
return to his family, his church, and his 
friends, and the renewal and long contin- 
uance of his faithful, pious labours ! 

** Seldom has an individual gone abroad 
under more favourable circumstances for 
extensive observation, and for a generally 
useful and interesting tour. 

“ On taking leave of the Bishop, the Rev. 
Dr. Harris, in the name of the clergy pre- 
sent, handed him a letter, which contained 
the following sentiments.. 


Vor. VII. 
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**« To the Right Rev. John H. Hobart, D.D, 


“ * Steamboat Nautilus, Sept. 24, 1823, 
*** Right Rev. and dear Sir, 


**¢ The subscribers, clergymen of your 
diocese, in accompanying you to the ship 
to bid you farewell on your departure for 
Europe, are called upon by the feelings 
excited by the occasion, to express to you 
in this way, the emotions of respect and 
affection with which they part from you. 
Our warmest prayers are offered to the 
Father of mercies, through the merits of 
our Saviour Jesus Christ, that he will be 
pleased to have yon in his holy keeping — 
to conduct you in safety to the haven 
where you would be—to defend you from 
all dangers to which you may be exposed 
—io restore you to health—and again to 
bless your diocese with your wonted, ac- 
tive, zealous, and faithful labours. 

“** We pray for the church over which 
you preside, and for ourselves, and all 
who shall be associated with us in th: ma- 
nagement of its concerns—that we may 
have grace to preserve it from declinin 
from that degree of unity, prosperity, a 
purity, to which your administration has, 
through the divine blessing, been so large- 
ly instrumental in raising it: and we beg 
to assure you, that ourexertions shall not 
be wanting to this effect; but, as in your 
presence, so also in your absence, we shall 
deem it our happiness to be co-workers 
with you in building up the kingdom of 
the Redeemer. 

“ ¢Our prayers also, Right Rev.Sir, shal} 
not be wanting in behalf of your tamily— 
that they may be preserved in health and 
safety, and again, and long, enjoy the bless- 
ing of your union with them. 

**¢ Finally, Right Rev. Father, farewell ! 
The Lord of heaven and earth bless you, 
and keep you, and favourably regard the 
prayers we offer that we may meet you 
again, long to enjoy the blessings of your 
counsels in our labours in the church on 
earth ; and that we may be united with 
you in the everlasting services of the 
church in heaven. 

** We are, Right Reverend Sir, with . 
great respect, your affectionate sons in 
the gespel, 

Wm. Harris, Thos. Breintnall, 

H. Péneveyre, Geo. W. Doane, 

Benj.T Onderdonk, Geo. Upfold, 

J. M. Wainwright, Samuel H. Turner, 

HenryU Onderdonk, Manton Eastburn, 

Henry J Feltus, Richard F. Cadle, 

Wm. Berrian, Cornelius R.Duffie, 

Wm. Creighton, Lewis P. Bayard. 


“©The subscribers, elergymen of other 
dioceses, being present on the above men- 
tioned occasion, beg leave to express their 
hearty concurrence in the sentiments of 
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respectful and affectionate regard con- 
tained in the preceding address. 


John C. Rudd, of New-Jersey. 

Wm. Thompson, of Pennsylvania. 
James Montgomery, of Pennsylvania. 
William Barlow, of South-C.rolina. 
Henry P. Powers, of New-Jersey. 
William L. Johnson, of New-Jersey.’ 


“* Among the gentlemen who accompa- 
nied Bishop Hobart to the packet, was a 
delegation from the Auxiliary New-York 
Bible and Common Prayer Book Society, 
appointed by the managers of that society 
for the purpose of accompanying him, and 
of handing to him the following address : 


* * Tuesday evening, Sept. 23, 1823. 
** Right Rev. and dear Sir, 


«The members of the board of mana. 
gers of the Auxiliary New-York Bible and 
Common Prayer Book Society, being as- 
sembled for the transaction of the ordinary 
concerns of the society, and aware of your 
intended departure for Europe to-morrow, 
most gladly avail themselves of the oppor- 
tunity thus afforded to convey to you the 
renewed assurances of their respect and 
esteem, both for your private and official 
character, and of the interest they feel in 
common with their senior brethren of the 
church, in the recovery of your health, 
and your restoration to your family and 
friends, and to the bosom of that portion 
of the Christian church, whose affairs for 
a series of years you have conducted with 
such distinguished ability, assiduity, and 
usefulness. 

*6¢On an oceasion which is to separate us 
for a considerable time from our diocesan, 
whym we have been accustomed to revere 
and to love, and whose counsel has been 
our guide in the affairs of those institu- 
tions of the church in which we have had 
the honour and the gratification of being 
early participants, we trust we may, with- 
out any violation of the high respect and 
deference we owe to you, be permitted to 
express our emotions. 

*** Tosay that we fee] an interest in the 
recovery of your health, would be but a 
frigid and feeble expression of our feel- 
ings: be assured, Right Rev. and dear Sir, 
that we feel an interest beyond the power 
of expression, in all that concerns your 
personal comfort and happiness, as it re- 
gards yourself and family, and your charac- 
ter, dignity, and usefulness in the church. 

“¢id time permit, we could dwell 
with peculiar delight on the many and 
prominent traits of your private and offi- 
cial character, which have attracted our 
attention and commanded our admiration 
and affection; but circumstanced as we 
are, we must forego this gratification, and 
beg your acceptance of this unpremeditat- 
ed and spontancous effusion of our feelings. 


Departure of Bishops Hobart and Chase. 
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***Commending you to the merciful care 
and guidance of the great Head of the 
church, throughout all the perils of your 
journey, and most earnestly invoking his 
choicest blessings upon you, we have the 
honour to be your devoted and affectionate 
friends. Signed, kc &e.’ 


“* Among the numerous tokens of regard 
received by the Bishop previously to his 
departure, the following very gratifying 
one, and so creditable to the respectable 
body by whom it was paid, deserves to be 
especially noticed. 


*** The trustees of the congregation 
Shearith Esrael have the pleasure .to en- 
close to Bishop Hobart, a letter of intro- 
duction to the Rev. Dr. Solomon Herschell, 
grand rabbi of the Jews in London; and 
they tender to the Bishop their best wishes 
for the restoration of his health, and his 
speedy return to his family and friends.’ 


“ The introductory letter referred to 
above, states that the Right Rev. Bishop 
Hobart had, by his ‘ learning, and the libe- 
rality of sentiment towards the chosen 
people, which has distinguished his eccle- 
siastical career, obtained a high claim to 
the respect and friendly consideration of 
our brethren the House of Israel; and we 
have great plessure in recommending him 
to your kind and friendly attention :’ and 
concludes with their ‘ best wishes and 
prayers for the prosperity and welfare of 
all Israel confided to your care.’ 


“The Bishop returned the following 
answer. 


** * New-York, Sept. 24, 1823, 
** § Gentlemen, 


“JT have scarcely time, at the very mo- 
ment of my departure for Europe, to beg 
you to accept for yourselves and the re- 
spectable congregation whom you repre- 
sent, my acknowledgments for your atten- 
tion; the more distinguished and gratify- 
ing, because unsolicited and unexpected. 
Be assured you haye not estimated too 
highly my sentiments of respectful and 
kind liberality towards the brethren of 
‘the House of Israel ;? and with my best 
wishes and prayers for your and their hap- 
piness here and when they shall be gather- 
ed to their fathers, I remain, gentlemen, 
your sincere and faithful friend and ser- 
vant, J. H. HOBART. 

**Rev. Mr Peixotto, and Messrs. N. 

Phillips, M.L. Moses, M. M. Noah, 
committee, &c. &c. &c.’ ” 


Departure of Bishop Chase. 


The Right Rev. Philander Chase, D. D. 
Bishop of the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the state of Ohio, embarked at this port 
on the first of the present month, October, 
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for Liverpool, in the line ship Orbit, Capt. 
Tinkham. The object of his visit to Bri- 
tain we understand to be the collection of 
funds in aid of the missionary society of 
the diocese under his charge, and for the 
purpose of founding a school for the edu- 
cation of young men for the ministry 
within the same. 


The Lord Bishop of Caleutta. 

Tar Right Rev Bishop Heber has re- 
cently been attending at, and taking his 
leave of, some of those distinguished insti 
tutions, which are the ornament and bul- 
wark of our land. His Lordship conde- 
ecended, on June 9th, to take part in the 
deliberations of the monthly committee of 
the Church Missionary Society, and after 
expressing his warm attachment to that 
valuable institution,earnestly desired their 
prayers for the divine blessing on his ar- 
duous undertaking. His Lordship preach- 
ed the annual sermon to the charity chil- 
dren at St. Paul’s, on Thursday the 12th of 
June; and on the following day received, 
at a special board of the Society for Pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, convened for 
tht purpose, a valedictory address from 
the Bishop of Bristol, to which his Lord- 
ship replied with a degree of piety, feeling, 
and eloquence, deeply affecting all who 
were present.—We would earnestly call 
upon all our readers to unite in fervent 
prayer fora ‘peor. on his voyage and his 
important labours, deeply connected as his 
prosperity and success must necessarily be 
with the promotion of the cause of Chris- 
tianity in the East.—Chr Guard. for July. 


Ordinations, Confirmations, &c. 

At the opening of the convention. of the 
diocese of New-Jersey, ii St. John’s church, 
Elizabeth-lown, on Wednesday, Aug. 20, 
1823, Mr. Robert B. Croes, who had lately 
completed the full course of study in the 
General Theological Seminary, was ad- 
mitted, by the Right Rev. Bishop Croes, 
to the holy order of deacons. Morning 
prayer by the Rev. Abiel Carter, rector of 
Christ church, Savannah, Georgia, and the 
sermon by the Rev. Richard F. Cadle, late 
rector of St. John’s church, Salem, and St. 
George’s, Pennsneck, New-Jersey —The 
meeting of this convention was attended 
by a greater number of clergy than usual. 


On Friday, the 5th of September, 1828, 
the Rev. James Pilmore, deacon, minister 
of Trinity church, Natchez, Mississippi, 
was admitted to the holy order of priests, 
by the Right Rev. Bishop White, in St. 
Peter’s church, Philadelphia. An appro- 
priate exhortation was delivered by the 
Rev. Dr. Abercrombie. The Rev. Dr. 
Pilmore, the Rev. Mr. Kemper, and the 
Rev. Mr. De Lancey, were present and as- 
sisting.—-On Sunday, the 7th, the holy rite 


‘ 
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of confirmation was administered, by the 
Right Rev. Bishop White, at St. James’s 
church, Perkiomen, to 43 persons. 


On Friday, the 19th of September, 1823, 
the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart consecrated 
to the service of AlmightyGod,St George’s 
church, in the town of Hempsiead, county 
of Queen’s. Morning prayer was read by 
the Rev. Evan M. Johnson, rector of St. 
James’s church, Newtown,Long-Island,and 
the Kev. Henry U UOnderdonk, M.D. rec 
tor of St. Ann’s church, Brooklyn, Longs 
Island; and the sermon preached by the 
Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, an assistant 
minister of Trinity church, New-York. 

_ St. Georg.’s church is erected near the 
site of a former edifice of the same name, 
which had been the parish church for 
more than eighty years, and the decay of 
which rendered it necessary to take it 
down. The present church is much large 
than the old one, and for convenience, od 
combined simplicity and beauty of style, 
highly creditable to the taste which has 
been exercised in planning and erecting it. 
It is the fruit of much praiseworthy libes 
rality and exertion on the part of the pas 
rish, and we hope will be found a great 
blessing to successive generations. 


On the 17th Sunday after Trinity, Sept. 
21, 1826, the Right Rev. Bishop Hobart 
held an ordination in St. Paul’s chapel in 
this city, and admitted Henry N. Hotch- 
kiss, Richard Salmon, and Edward K.Fow- 
ler, to the holy order of deacons, and the 
Rev. Phineas L Whipple, deacon, mission. 
ary at Fairfield, Herkimer county, New- 
York, and parts adjacent, to that of riests. 
The Right Rev. bishop Chase, oF Ohio, 
was present, and assisted in the ordination 
service. Morning prayer was read by the . 
Rev. Benjamin T. Onderdonk, and the ser- 
mon preached by the Rev. WilliamBerrian, 
assistant ministers of Trinity church, 
New-York. 


On the 3d of April last, a confirmation 
was held by the Right Rev. Bishop Croes, 
in Christ church, Shrewsbury, New-Jer- 
sey, when thirteen persons partook of that 
holy rite; and, on the 25th of June, in St 
John's church, Elizateth-Town, confirma. 
tion was administered, by the same Right 
Rev. Gentleman, to eighteen persons. 


Juniata, ( Pennsylvania) Aug. 26. 

The corner stone of an episcopal church 
was this day laid in the borough of Lewis- 
town. The solemnities commenced at the 
court-house, at 10 o’clock, a.m. where the 
morning service of the church was per- 
formed, and a discourse delivered from 
the 2d verse of the 84th Psalm, by the 
Rev. Norman Nash. The procession then 
moved to the place whére the stone was 
laid, in which was deposited the Bible, the 
Book of CommonPrayer, al an inscriptian, 
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Convention of the Eastern Diocess. 


The convention of the Eastern Diocess 
was held in Windsor, Vermont, on Wed- 
nesday, the 24th of September, 1823, at- 
tended by 15 clerical and 10 lay delegates. 
On the 24th, the Rev. Lot Jones, deacon, 
officiating in Ashfield, was admitted, by 
Bishop Griswold, to the holy order of 
priests. 

—_———— 


Obituary Notices. 
Joun Wetts, Esa. 


Deranrrten this life, at Brooklyn, on Sun- 
day, the 7th of September, 1823, after a 
short illness, Joan WELLS, Esq. 

It would be unpardonable in the Editors 
of the Christian Journal to omit to men- 
tion, that the Protestant Episcopal Church 
in the state to which he was so proud an 
ernament, laments in the death of Mr. 
Wells one of the most devoted of her sons. 
Attached to this church from principle, 
the result of an acquaintance with her 
doctrines and institutions, his powerful 
mind, his generous purse, and his efficient 
exertions, were all extended to her ad- 
vancement. And his diocesan, and his 
parish minister, mourn deeply the loss of 
one on whose most important counsel and 
co-operation they could always depend in 
all measures calculated to promote the 
good of the church or the congregation of 
whose interests they are the guardians. 


-In relation to Mr- Wells, we copy from 
the Statesman the following article :— 


On Sunday last, the 7th inst. died John 
Wells, the enlightened scholar, the 
finished orator, the accomplished jurist ; 
in the prime of life, in the vigour of man- 
hood, and in the midst of his usefulness. 
This event, so mournful, so unexpected, 
has produced no inconsiderable degree of 
sorrow: all seem impressed with feelings 
of grief for his loss, and surprise at his 
sudden departure. It was only necessary 
to know Mr. Wells, to love, and esteem, 
and admire him: as a lawyer, he was 
jearned and eloquent; as a citizen, lio- 
nourable and benevolent; and, as a friend, 
ardent and sincere. 

It is difficult to decide to whom his de. 
parture will be the greatest bereavement, 
whether to the bar, the city, or the poor. 
By all, his loss will be severely felt; for 
his duties to all were worthily and pro- 
perly discharged. His profession has lost 
its most distinguished ornament; society 
one of its best members; and the country 
one of its warmest friends and supporters. 

His-mind was of no common order; 
quick in comprehension, capacious and 
retentive, capable of solving the greatest 
difficulties, and adorned with the embel- 
lishinents of elegant literature. His ora- 
tory was pure as his morals, and unaffected 
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as his manners, forcible and classic, re- 
markable for correctness and dignity, 
truth and feeling. To strangers he ap- 
peared reserved, which laid him open to 
the imputation of pride ; but to his friends 
his character shone forth in all its native 
honesty and virtue, arrayed in the light of 
its own inherent goodness. ' 

Posthumous commendation can do little 
to affect the character of John Wells: eu- 
logy is lost where excellence in virtue, 
learning and eloquence, is universally 
known and acknowledged. Its only object 
on the present occasion must be to soothe 
the anguish of bereaved affection ; to heal 
the laceration of the bleeding heart. To 
his friends it must be consoling, that al- 
though he has passed away for ever from 
among them, he has yet left the recollec- 
tion of his talents and his virtues, both so 
distinguished, to keep alive his memory. 

To the profession, of which he was the 
distinguished ornament, although his 
voice will no more be heard in our courts, 
his learning and research no longer be di- 
rected to solve difficulties, and smooth the 
path of legal science ; although they will 
no more behold the dignity of his manner, 
the grace of his movement, or the intelli- 
gent glance of his eye; yet, to them, let 
it be a source of consolation, that while he 
was among them, his conduct and ability 
— greatly to the respectability of the 

ar. 

To his fellow-citizeus generally, let it 
suflice to say, that the reputation he ac- 
quired, and the character he has left, will 
serve to inspirit our youth to emulation 
and improvement; and favoured will that 
man be, of whom his friends may say, 
when stretched upon the couch of death, 
he possessed the talents of Wells, and the 
virtues of Wells to direct those talents 
to a proper use. SEPTIMUS. 

September 9th, 1823. 


The proceedings of the gentlemen of the 
bar on this melancholy occasion are highly 
interesting, and worthy of preservation in 
this Journal. 


At a very numerous meeting of the gen- 
tlemen of the bar, held at the City-Hall 
of the city of New-York, on the 10th 
day of September, 1823, convened pur- 
suant to public notice, for the purpose 
of manifesting their respect for the me- 
mory of John Wells, Esq.—on motion 
of Mr. Baldwin, seconded by Mr. P. W. 
Radcliff, William Johnson was appointed 
chairman, and David S. Jones was ap- 
pointed secretary, 


Mr. Hoffman addressed the meeting in 
nearly the following terms :— 

“* We are assemuled to deplore the loss 
of one of the most distinguished men of 
our country—of the pride and ornament 
of the New-York bgr—John Wells is no 
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more. A few days smce his voice was 
heard within these walls, and the vigour 
of his mind and the power of his elo- 
quence were here displayed—alas ! he is 
no more, and this city,/in common with 
ourselves, is left to mourn the man whom 
all delighted to honour. 

“I mean not to pronounce his eulogy ; 
for that is seated in the heart of each of 
us—an intimate acquaintance with him, 
for upwards of thirty years, brought me 
to a perfect knowledge of his character ; 
the remembrance of which is now my 
pride and my consolation—I knew him 
well—I could tell you of the nobleness 
and purity of his heart—the generosity 
and liberality of his mind, and the acts of 
his disinterested kindness and benevo- 
lence. You all know him as one of us— 
you all do justice therefore to his pro- 
found legal learning—his superior attain- 
ments—his splendid eloquence—and, 
above all, to the undeviating respect and 
solicitude he ever manifested for the inde- 
pendence, the integrity, and the honour of 
our profession. In the history of the bar 
of New-York, the name of John Wells will 
be commemorated on its pages among the 
most eminently distinguished; and we, 
his contemporaries, cannot hesitate to 
place him in the rank of pre-eminence. 

“I knew him well—my tongue could 
not do justice to the feelings of my heart, 
were I to attempt to speak of his private 


‘} virtues—of the constancy and strength of 


his personal attachments—of the ardour 
and sincerity of his friendships. In his 
domestic relations the just tenor of his 
life created love and admiration—as a 
Christian, a husband, a parent, he was sur- 
passed by none. 

“I can say no more—but as a feeble 
expression of. our respect for his talents 
—of veneration for his character—and, as 
a small tribute to his memory, of our deep 


resolutions :— 

* Resolved, That the members of this 
bar, deeply deploring the great loss which 
they, as well as the public, have sustained 
in the death of JOHN WELLS, will long 
cherish the remembrance of one so justly 
admired as the pride and ornament of 
their profession. Nature had endowed 
him with her choicest gifts, which he im- 
proved by the most diligent cultivation. 
Possessing talents of the first order, he 
rose, Without any adventitious aid, to the 
highest point of professional eminence. 
As an advocate, his speeches were finished 
models of forensic eloquence, displaying, 
in the purest and most correct language, 
the powers of a vigorous and discriminat- 
ing mind, fraught with the soundest prin- 
oo and enriched with the varied stores 
of classic and legal learning. Equally dis- 
tinguished in private life for all those vir- 
tues and accomplishments which ennoble 
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sorrow and regret—lI offer the following 
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and adorn our nature, and give dignity and 
grace to the human character, he in- 
spired unbounded confidence, and com- 
manded universal regard. 

Resotved, That as a mark of our high es- 
teem for his character, and our sincere re- 
spect for his memory, we will wear the 
usual badge of mourning for thirty days.” 


After the resolutions were read, Mr. 
Boyd rose, and seconded the motion to 
adopt them, and expressed his feelings in 
nearly the following terms :— 


“This numerous and solemn meeting 
proclaims no common grief! We may 
not, and we would not, arraign or ques- 
tion the wisdom of that dispensation of the 
Divine Providence, which has called us 
together; but our hearts must be filled 
with sorrow; and sadness will mark the 
countenance, while we contemplate the 
great, sudden, and unexpected loss we 
have sustained. If I felt disposed, and 
was competent to the task, this would 
not be the proper time to pronounce an 
eulogy on him whose death we tnourn. 
The resolutions which have been read, and 
which I[ have the melancholy satisfaction 
to second, are, I am sure, expressive of the 
sentiments of every member of this bar: 
and while we thus unite, in paying a just 
tribute to the memory of departed great- 
ness and worth, let his example excite us 
all to an endeavour to emulate his virtues, 
and the junior members of the profession 
to imitate his patient and persevering in- 
dustry.” 


He was followed by Mr. Griffin— 


* Returning this morning from a jour- 
ney,” said he, “ 1 had contemplated to re- 
main a sad and silent listener at this meet- 
ing. But my feelings on the occasion ir- 
resistibly impel me to ask the indulgence 
of the chair, and of my bereaved brethren 
of the profession, whilst I add, in a very 
few words, my humble though sincere 
mite of respect to the tribute that has 
been so deservedly bestowed on the me- 
mory of the deceased. 

* Our bar has indeed sustained no com- 
mon bereavement. 

“We have lost a profound jurist; a 
jurist not only thoroughly versed in all 
the technical learning of the law, but who 
also drank deeply at those hidden and 
pure fountains of wisdom, whence flows 
all that gives to the law its value and its 
dignity. 

“ We have lost a most able advocate— 
an advocate in whom nature seemed to 
have concentrated her richest gifts—per- ° 
son, voice, genius, It was recreating to the 
eye to see him whilé animated by some 
lofty and ann theme—it was re- 
creating to. the ear to hear the melody of 
his accents—it was recreating to the soul 
to feed on the substantial and never-sa- 
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tiating banquet of his rich and manly elo- 
quence. 

“* We have lost an accomplished gentle- 
man. I speak not simply of polished man- 
ners, of blended grace and dignity of de- 
ad egg I allude principally to those 

igher attributes of the gentleman—to 
those chivalrous sentiments and feelings, 
to that ‘ very soul of honour’ which so 
strikingly characterized him, who, but 
one short week ago, was indeed the pride 
and glory of our bar. 

“* In him our country has lost an unpre- 
tending but inflexible patriot. In him li- 
terature and religion have lost one of their 
firmest pillars. He was the kind and ge- 
nerous patron of all that deserved patron. 
age; and if he ever approached the Ro- 
man austerity of character, it was only 
when his withering frown was directed 
against what was vicious and grovelling. 

* Such is the luminary that it has 
pleased a wise but inscrutable Providence 
to extinguish in its meridian spleadour !” 


Mr. Caines also enlarged upon the vir- 
tues and great endowments of the de- 
ceased and regretted member of the pro- 
fession; of the gratitude due to his me- 
mory by the bar, whose dignity he had at 
all times so fully understood and main- 
tained—whose private virtues, and whose 
conduct through life was an example 
worthy to be cherished, and as near as 
possible to be imitated. Mr C. proposed 
the erection ofa tablet to the memory of 
Mr. Wells, but afterwards withdrew his 
motion in favour of the resolution to ap- 
point a committee to consider of a biogra. 
phical notice. 


Mr. Sampson rose, he gaid, “ from the 
impulse of the moment, but it was to ex- 
press sentiments neither new nor sudden, 
but long rooted in his heart. If it was na- 
tural for those who had enjoyed the most 
constant intimacy and leases inter- 
course with the object of our general re- 
gret, it was also right that those less 
swayed by personal and partial sympa- 
thies, should declare their full concur- 
rence in the honours paid to his memory. 
This was not indeed one of those meet- 
ings got up by the zeal of a few, and coldly 
assented to by the many; nor was the elo- 
quent panegyrick pronounced upon him 
beyond the willing tribute that every 
hearer was disposed to yield. The social 
qualities of this amiable and distinguished 
man must live in the remembrance of his 
social friends; his charities, of those on 
whom they were modestly and secretly 
bestowed ; his domestic virtues, in the 
hearts of the bereaved ; his talents, in the 
fame which they have earned: but there 
is a moral in his life and death precious to 
all, but chiefly to the profession he adorn- 
ed. His bright example is a light to 
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guide the course and cheer the way of the 
aspiring student. ‘Those of the rising g 
neration may learn from him that prem 
ture gain or ill earned success should 
never be the object of their ambition; that 
virtuous endeavour and arduous labour 
will meet with their reward; and that th 
direct path of honour is that alone which 
leads to that eminence which he ge 
who gained every suffrage when alive, a 
united every heart and every voice in 
mourning for him when he was no more, 
I might, indeed, partake of the excite. 
ment which private friendship has breath. 
ed into the accents of the mover of the re 
solutions which I rose to approve; for I 
might boast, I think, of some little place 
in the kind thoughts of Mr. Wells, if I 
may trust to indications which, without 
profession or parade, are felt and under. 
stood, and which death brings to full life ; 
but I wish to separate my motives from 
all usual affections or accidental partialie 
ties, and I shall, if not anticipated, when 
the question on these resolutions is dis+ 
posed of, move for the selection of some 
person qualified to prepare a biographical 


notice of the deceased, which may record § 


his virtues and his worth when our fleets 
ing words shall be forgot.” 


On motion of Mr. Sampson, seconded by 
Mr. Miller, Resolved, * That a committee 
be appointed to consider whether any fur- 
ther measures ought to be taken by this 
bar to testify their respect for the memory 
of the deceased, either by an eulogium te 
be pronounced on his character by some 
member of the profession, or by any other 
mode they may think most suitable. 

* Resolved, That such committee consist 
of Judge Edwards, Mr. Sampson, Mr. 
Boyd, and the chairman and secretary of 
this meeting.” 

On motion of Judge Edwards, Resolved, 
** That the proceedings of this meeting be 
signed by the chairman and secretary, and 
published in all the newspapers printed in 
this city.” 


The question being put upon the resolu- 
tions, they were unanimously adopted. 

Ip justice to many of the principal and 
most distinguished gentlemen of the New- 
York bar, it ought to be made known to 
distant readers, by way of accounting for 
their not appearing and taking a part on 
this heart-rending occasion, that they were 
absent from the city. 


Mrs. Sarnau Ocnen. 


Died, on the 9th day of September, 
1823, at the seat of her son-in-law, Joshua 


Waddington, Esq. near Westchester,New- | 
York, Mrs. Sanau Oepey, in the 79th year 


of her age. 
The death of this excellent lady ought 
not to be recorded without some testimony 
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to her eminent worth. With a vigorous 
and improved understanding, a taste 
highly cultivated, an imagination lively 
and correct, a temper uniformly cheerful, 
and conversation and manners sprightly 
and interesting, her society was a source 
of high improvement and gratification to 
the numerous circle of acquaintance and 
friends who had the happiness to enjoy 
it. And the lustre of her character was 
brightened and exalted by the display, in 
an eminent degree, of the Christian graces 
—of a piety fervent yet chastened—of an 
humble and deep resignation, and of firm 
and active faith. Her death was the death 
of the righteous, and her end was in peace. 


Death of the Rev. W. A. B. Johnson. 


Tux readers of the Christian Journal 
have frequently noticed on its pages the 
name of the Rev. Mr. Johnson, the active 
and zealous missionary of the Church Mis- 
sionary Society, at Regent’s-Town, Sierra- 
Leone. Family concerns, and a wish to 
refresh his health and spirits, induced 
him at the close of the last year to apply 
for leave to make a visit home; to which 
the committee assenting, he embarked on 
Saturday, the 26th of April, 1823, on board 
the Betsey and Ann, Captain M‘Clough. 
In this vessel Mr. During and his family 
had returned from England; the Captain 
who then commanded her died on the Ist 
of April. Mr. Johnson had in charge Mr. 
During’s daughter, his only surviving 
child: a young native woman, one of Mr. 
Johnson’s communicants, accompanied 
them to take care of the child. This was 
mercifully ordered ; as in the afflicting and 
final scene which soon followed, this na- 
tive Christian administered to his com- 
fort, and received his dying words and 
testimony. 

On Tuesday, the 29th, the third day af- 


ter they sailed, his sickness began: though . 


he appeared in health when he embarked, 
there can be no doubt but that he carried 
with him on board the seeds of the fatal 
disease which so soon discovered itself. 
On Wednesday, the fever increased, and 
he thought his end was near. On Thurs- 
day, a blister was put on his chest to re- 
lieve his pains ; but he continued to grow 
worse. On Friday he could not turn in 
bed: hiccough came on; and he said to 
his mourning convert, “1 think I cannot 
live? He suffered much under the black 
vomit, 

On Saturday, May the 3d, the day of his 
death, he would me in intervals of deli- 
rium, for David Noah, his active and labo- 
rious assistant, and for his friend Mr. 
During, and endeavour to tell them what 
he had to say before he died. He express- 
ed his earnest wish to see his wife; and 
encotraged his attendant, bidding her not 
to fear, and giving ker directions how to 
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proceed on her arrival in London. He 
then desired her to read to him the 23d 
Psalm; when she had read it, “ he told 
me,” she says, “I am going to die. Pray 
for me. I prayed the Lor@ Jesus,” she 
adds, “ to take him the right way.”” He 
charged her to take good care of Mr. Du-. 
ring’s little girl, and to desire the society 
to send a good missionary to Regent’s 
Town as quickly as possible, or the peo- 
ple would be left in darkness; but added, 
“If Tam not able to go back, you nmust 
tell David Noah to do his duty: for if Noah 
say, ‘Because Massa dead I can do no- 
thing,’ he must pray, and God will help 
him, and so we shall nieet in heaven.” — 
His last intelligible words were—“ I can- 
not live! God calls me, and I shall go te 
him this night!” 

Many other deaths have occured among 
the Europeans at Sierra-Leone the pre- 
sent season ; it is said not less than eighty 
in the short space of six weeks—and 
among them many who were zealously 
and actively engaged in promoting true 
religion, particularly the Rev. S. Flood, 
the Rev. Mr. Palmer, and the Rev. Mr. 
Schemel, missionaries, and Mr. Bunyer, 
school-master; also, the Rev. Mr, Lane, 
of the Wesleyan Mission. 


Death of the Pope. 


Rome, August 20th—The 15th, the holy 
father hact been somewhat more easy, The 
mechanical bed, sent to him by the care of 
H. M. C. Majesty, bad been yery useful. 
After being raised up, he had taken his 
chocolate, and then fallen into a slee 
The holy father was affected with the 
liveliest gratitude at the attention of the 
king of France. On the 16th, however, the 
feebleness of the august patient increased, 
and was accompanied by some alarming 
symptoms. He was in a sort of delirium, 
and imagined himself at Savona and Fon- 
tainbleau. On the 17th, the malady be- 
came more alarming still. The holy fa- 
ther desired that the communion might be” 
administered to him, remarking, that it 
was becoming in the Pope to communi- 
cate during the week of Assumption. The 
18th, at 5 o’clock, Cardina) Bertalozzi 
administered to him the sacrament of the 
Eucharist. His holiness had an impres- 
sion of his danger: he was asked to take 
some drink to support him; he answered, 
** My only care now is to prepare my soul 
to render an account to God of my long 


a. 


life”” The 19th, at half past’ one o’clock, ” 


the holy father received the extreme unc- 
tion. He soon after lost his speech, and 
it was only by some inarticulate sounds 
that it could be perceived that he was in 
inward prayer. As soon as this intelli- 

ence was spread, the churches were 
filled, and an universal sentiment of grief 
and of regret pervaded Rome. Finally, at 
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half past 6 o’clock this morning, the Pon- 
tiff, full of virtues and of courage, expired. 

The Cardinals de Clermont Tomierre, 
and de la Fare, are upon the point of set- 
ting out for Rome to the conclave. 

His late holiness, Pius VII. (Barnabas 
Chiaramonti) was born in the town of Ce- 
sene, on the 14th of August, 1742, and 
was created a Cardinal in April, 1785. He 
was elected Pope at Venice, on the 14th 
of March, 1800, and his exaltation took 
place on the 21st of the same month. At 
that time he occupied the See of Imola. 

Extract of a private letter of the 2ist 
inst. from Rome—“ According to imme- 
morial custom, the body of the Pope will 
lie in state for nine days, in an illuminated 
chapel, where all the religious bodies and 
ecclesiastics of the city will come to cele- 
brate the holy mysteries. The burial will 
take place on the ninth day, and on the 
tenth, the sacred college will assemble in 
conclave. Arrangements are making for 
the first formalities observed at the selec- 
tion of a Pope. The foreign Cardinals 
will be admitted to the conclave on the 
first or second day after their arrival at 
Rome. Cardinal Pacca, Camerlingo of 
the Ruman Catholic religion, has taken the 
temporal government of the states of the 
church.” 


_——_—_—__— __} 


For the Christian Journal. 
SCRIPTURE HYMNS. 


Version of Joel ii. 11—17. 


The Lord shall utter forth his voice, 
His messengers of wrath call down : 

Who can his dreadful day abide? 
Who can abide his vengeful frown ? 


Now therefore. saith the gracious Lord, 

Turn ye to me with all your heart, 
With fasting and with tears return; 

Mourn in th’ assembly, mourn «part. 
Come not to me with outward woe, 

But rend your hearts, in spirit grieve : 
Who knoweth but I may repent, 

My wrath recal, a blessing leave? 
Lord! we now sanctify thy fast, 

And all our vain delights forget, 
Renounce our sins, our follies mourn, 

And humbly in thy temple meet. 
Within thy porch, thy altar near, 

We weep; our souls we pray thee spare ; 
Give not thy people to reproach, 

Nor cast us wholly from thy care. 
O spare thy chosen heritage, 

Remove thy judgments threaten’d rod ; 
And let not our triumphant foe 

Exclaim, Ah! where is now their God! 

JEDUTHUN. 


Version of John xvii. 1, Ec. 
Father! the hour is come, 
Thy work completed see ! 
Now glorify thy Son belov’d, 
That he may honour thee. 


[No. 10; 
For thou hast giv’n him pow’r 
O’er all on earth who live, 
That those thou lovest may through hyn 
Eternal life receive. 
This is eternal life— 
Thee, only God above, 
And Jesus (-hrist whom thou hast sent, 
To know, obey, and love. 


Father! 1 eome to thee, 
My saints are left alone; 

O keep them stablish’d through thy name, 
For they are all thine own. 


O! may they all be one 

In truth, in love, in grace ; 
As thou in me, and I in thee, 

So be they one in peace! 
And ‘e the glory theirs 

Which thou to me hast giv’n! 
And be they with me where I am, 

To see my face in heav’n! 
Father! thy work is done, 

Thy name and truth declar’d :— 
Now glorify thy Son belov’d, 

And grant him his rewsrd 

JEDUTHUN. 


For the Christian Journal. 


With the elear drops of dew were the glittering 
leaves wet, 
As I strol?d through the sweet scented forest 
of pine. 
That calm summer morning I ne’er shall for- 
et— 
Great Father of all! it was thine—it was 
thine. 


The neat little church, o’er the hill-si¢e that lay, 
Shot aloft its bright spire to the sun’s garish 
blaze; 
And the waves rippled on from the clear sum- 
mer bay, ’ : 
As if hallowing that morn with their offering 
of praise. 
Jlook’d through the wood to that glittering bay, 
And I thought of the moments of lif: that 
were gone— 
How the passions of men, which no force could 
allay. 
Would at length sink in peace when the tem- 
pest was done. 


And I thought that the surface that glitter’d so 
bright 
Lifting “up its bright waves where the sun 
seem'd to gaze, 
Was an image of purity daring his light, 
Nor fesring defect to be found on its face. 
O thus let me be through this dark vale of wo,— 
When troubles assail and temptations are 
nigh, . 
May I pass on unspotted, though facing each 
foe; ; 
And stand pure as thou, at the court of the 


sky. 
JULIAN. 





To correspondents. 
De.ta—M. A. W—Maran, and 
several others, are-received, and wil} 
have attention in our next. 





